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PEEFACE. 



Whatsoever tilings were written aforetime is the sacreti 
TOlume were written for our instruction and admonition. ^ 
Tbe precepts it inculcates, and the diversified incidents it 
records, were evidently intended for our learning on the one 
hand, and for our warning on the other. In the biographies 
of Scripture this particularly appears. When the things 
which are pure, and lovely, and of good report, are exem- 
plified in the character of an individual, the practical 
application is, '* Go, thou, and do likewise ;" while in 
reference to those of an opposite nature, snch as the daring 
hardihood of Pharoah, the ostentatious zeal of Jehu, the 
worldly-mindedness of Demas, and many others, the ex- 
hortation is, "Go thou, and do otkenoiae," Almost in 
every page, both of the Old Testament and the New, are we 
reminded of what we are to seek, and of what we are to 
shun— of what we are to flee f^om, and what we are to fol- 
low after. 

We have a perfect exhibition of the various graces after 
which we should aspire, in " the man Christ Jesus," who 
hath left us an example that we should follow His steps. 
In thinking as He thought, feeling a<« He felt, and walking 
as He walked, the whole of experimental and practical 
religion is embodied. But as the spirit which was in Him 
was largely transfUsed into, and not undimly reflected by, 
many of His faithful servants, it follows thtt.t '^Vs5&s^ ^^ ."vs^ 
treading in their footsteps, we«x« «X\3[v& %Ms«l^ass^fc^s«»«sasi, 

It is iamentable to think tYiat ot >aciO*^ Vtx^>>«»=^ ^^ ^.^ 
of Christ, there are so few ^"ho cwxv \xv>N^ ^'^ 
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have tbe mind of Chriat." The former, however, will be of 
no bvail without the latter. And whiie a mere nominal 
profession is worthless to the individual himself, its effects 
coimot fail to be injurious upon others. Let the reader, 
tlien, suffer tbe word of exhortation. To quote from a work 
recently published — ** We beseech you to cultivate the tem- 
per that was in Jesus Christ. 'Let all bitterness, and 
wrath, and anger, and cladioUr, and evil speaking, be put 
away from you, with all mali«e; and be ye kind one to 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God 
for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.' Is he like a follower 
of the Lamb, who is raging like a roaring lion ? Is he like 
a pardoned criminal, who sits moping with a cloud upon 
his brow? Is he like an heir of heaven, who is vexed and 
fretted with some petty loss ? Is he like one in whose 
bosom the Dove of heaven is nestling, who is full of 
all manner of bile and bitterness ? A kind, catholic, gentle, 
loving temper, presents one of the most vanning features of 
religion ; and by its silent and softening influence you will 
do more real service to Christianity, than by the loudest 
professions, or by the exhibition of a cold and skeleton 
orthodoxy.' 

May the perusal of the following unpretending pages be 
blessed for tbe promo.ion of such a temper ! May He, to 
whom the Spirit was not given by measure, impart to the 
reader out of His inexhaustible fiiluess, even grace fc 
Krace ; and thus cause him to abound more and more in 
those fruits of righteousness, which are for his own p^^' 
well-being, for the honour of the Christian cause, 
praise and glory of God, 

-^'^J^ i^Z JS56. 
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" Good when He gives, supremely good, 
Nor less when He denies ; 
Even crosses from His sovereign hand 
Are blessings in disguise." 



" A man's life oonfdsteth not in the abnndanoe 

of the things which he possesseth." 

Iiiike xii. 16. 

"Iietyonr oonversation be withont covetons- 

nesB, and be content with 8uoh things as 

ye have ; for He hath said, I will 

never leave thee, nor forsake 

thee.**— Heb. xiii. 6. 

(firattntratnt: the apostle Paul ex- 
^ , horts us to be followers 

Q^ohtton$mBS. ^£ j^-^^^ even as he also 

was of Christ. In the chax^^ft.\R3^ ^^ 
that distingtiiBkeflL ^^\xi\» ^Cdax^^ ^^ 
much that deser^^^ o\\x W^^aN^^s^ 
and among ot\ieT ipax\^e>Q\^^^-» 
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feelings he cherished in reference to 
his outward circumstances are es- 
• pecially worthy of otir consideration. 
His temporal condition was, in gene- 
ral, anything but desirable ; and yet 
he was far from being dissatisfied 
with it. "Not that I speak," he 
says, "in respect of want; for I 
have learned in whatsoever state I 
am, therewith to be content." In 
him contentment had its perfect 
work, so that he was, in this respect, 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 
Covetousness and contentment are 
diametrically opposed to each other; 
and where the one is the other 
cannot be. Let me then take heed, 
and beware of the former, and earn- 
estly aspire after the latter* " He 
that loveth silver shall not be satif 
fied with silver ; nor he that love 
abundance with increase." 1 
worldling never says, It is enou^ 
Jike the daughters of the hoT«»^-W 
^^^ constant cry is, Give, gwe. 
^ question. What is eiio^x^'^ 
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reply was once given, " It is a little 
more than a man has." Alas ! this 
"little more," — ^what weary days 
and anxious nights has it occasioned! 
It is from the state of our minds 
that contentment arises, and not from 
the amount of our possessions. If 
we are not " content with such things 
as we have," we. are not likely to be 
if we succeeded in attaining what 
we desire. The desires of the human 
mind are unbounded. Expectations 
of greater happiness are constantly 
entertained; but how seldom are 
they realized! The possession of 
all the good we may think it de- 
sirable or even possible to attain, 
would still leave an aching void — 
there would still be " a cruel some- 
thing" unpossessed. But when the 
mind and the condition are brought 
to meet, then, and then only, will 
true contentment be favxxA* i^ '^sxjl 
heart is brought to ova ^^xs^^^^^g^ 
our condition ^\\ t\ieiTi\»e ^e.e.o^^^ 
to our heart. 
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The consideration that our earthlj 
lot is appointed by God — ^that it is 
He who fixes the bounds of our 
habitation, is eminently calculated to 
promote the spirit of which we are 
speaking. We are to remember that 
He is not merely the Creator, but 
the Governor of the world ; and that 
every circumstance which transpires 
is under His superintendence and 
control. And hence we find the 

geople of God, in every age, passing 
y merely second causes, until they 
came to the First Great Cause of all. 
They heard His voice, and saw His 
hand, in whatever befell them. 

There are some who think that it 
is beneath the notice of God to 
regard such trivial events as those 
which make up our common every 
day history. They would allow H' 
to interfere in the affairs of m* ^ 
empires; but for Him to reg 
^JS'^2i£cant xadividuals, and 
^I'ttJo circumstances of wlaic 
"^^ are composed, does n 
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port, they suppose, with His great- 
ness and majesty. But such persons 
should be reminded that in the 
Divine estimation, the distinctions 
of great and small, of vast and 
minute, are altogether unknown. 
It is not a greater act of condescen- 
tion in God to number the hairs of 
our head, than it is for Him to num- 
ber the hosts of heaven; the one 
being as near to His immensity as the 
other. Such is His infinite great- 
ness, that in comparison with it the 
mightiest world is on a level with 
the meanest atom. This doctrine is 
clearly taught in the volume of 
inspiration, and is likewise confirmed 
bv every dictate of true philosophy. 
He who rules in the armies of 
heaven — ^who commissions angels 
and flaming seraphs that stand 
before His throne, saying to one. 
Come, and he com.etk^^xA\si^sK^^*^5«NS3^^ 
Go, and he goet\i— Vt^si -^V^^^^ 
their appointed cowx^^^^^^'^^^^^^^^^^^. 
able worldB iw\i\cVx ^^^ ^"^ 
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through the immensity of space- 



this great, adorable, incomprehensi- 
ble Beinff, regards with tender com- 
S)assion the poor little sparrow that 
ialls imheeded to the ground, and 
clothes the meanest flower with its 
tints of beauty. Of His care, we are 
warranted in saying that nothing is 
too great to be above it, and that 
nothmg, on the other hand, is too 
mean to be beneath it. 

Were the doctrine of chance a 
doctrine of God's Word, there might 
then be some reason in our murmur- 
ing, and some grounds perhaps for 
it. But if it is He who maketh poor 
and who maketh rich, who bringeth 
low and lifteth up ; if whatever befalls 
us is by His appointment or permis- 
sion, whom we profess to love an 
honour — then, surely, contentme 
with our lot must be a reasona 
duty indeed. 
-^^//^Ai^/'2tissaid,"3o\ • 
^ot, nor charged God ioo 
^ commendation refers 
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spirit with which he bore the unex- 
ampled trials which befell him, when 
he was hurled down, in a single day, 
from the highest summit of pros- 
perity to the lowest depths of ad- 
versity* He saw the hand of God 
in all that took place. It was not to 
the incursion of the Sabeans and 
Chaldeans that he traced the loss of 
his property. It was not to the fmy 
of the elements that he traced the 
death of his children. No; he looked 
farther and higher. Prostrate in 
adoration at the Divine footstool, he 
exclaimed, " Naked came I out of 
my mother's womb, and naked shall 
I return thither. The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away : blessed 
be the name of the Lord." And 
then it is added, "In all this Job 
sinned not, nor charged God fool- 
ishly." Now, how important is it 
that the same mind whick ^^^ xs^ 
him should bo ia "vift ?lXs»o- ^^ xs>Kct- 
mur under the DVvm^ ^^^^T^^ 
—to be disBatift^ed-NVOa^^^"'^ 
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has been appointed to us — to be 
always eomplamin^ of one circnm- 
Btance or another— wTiat ia it, in 
effect, biit to cliarge God fooHahlv ?' 
Ib it not practically to attribute follT 
to Him who is the only -wise Goa, 
and whose knowledge and under- 
etanding are infinite ? let us 
beware then of a discontented spirit, 
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iie mount, " Lord, it is good for us 
to be here." Wherever our lot 
might be cast, such would be our 
language. Let the sun of prosperity 
shine — ^let the clouds of adversity 
lower-— let our path be smooth, or 
let it be rugged — we should be dis- 
posed to say, "It is good for us to be 
here." We may be often oppressed, 
being called to eat the bread of dis- 
tress, and drink the waters of afflic- 
tion, but let us not rest until we can 
utter these words. We may not be 
able now to see how it is good ; but 
let us think of the wisdom and love 
of Him who placed us there, and 
can we doubt it, whether we see it 
or not? He is too wise to err ; He 
is too good to be unkind. Oh that 
we might then honour Him, by 
trusting and praising Him for ever- 
more. 

Among the many faitb&I ^arjxs^'^ 
which are woxtky oi ^iSi ^^^^"^^s^^T^ 
this IB one, ttiat '' g^oSC^sv^^^ ^^ 
contentment is great ^«ai. 
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two blessings are like the pillars 
Jachin and Boaz in the temple- — the 
one wherewith it was eetabhehed, 
the other wherein there waa Btreugth. 
my soul, exercise thyself unto 
godliness in the first place, and then 
unto contentment ae one of the most 
lovely and important of its fruite. 
If I am blessed with the former, I 
ought surely to exemplify the latter. 
The possession of godliness secures 
to me all those spiritual treasures 
which are in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, I can then be ad- 
dressed, as was the church of Smyrna 
of old, " I know thy poverty, but 
thou art rich," — rich indeed — "for 
all things are yours, whether" Paul, 
or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, 
or life, or death, or things present, 
or things to come, all are yours, and 
ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's." 
Others may mourn when some part 
of their earthly good ia taVen. w«a^ •, 
Ar, djserable creatureal ftiOT o^ 
L portion ia in this life . "B-vA '"A \ «m. ' 



CONTENTMENT. 



17 



i of God, the consideration of 
.t I have in hand, and of what I 
9 in hope, should keep me from 
plaining, even in the midst of the 
itest temporal privations. 



A tew short days of abii^ ; 

Ueholil the crown thoa soon s 

A crown of endless life." 



'our gQodneBB ia aa a morning ol 

Bn tlie eorlr dew it goeth awas 

HoBea tI. 4. 

lut wo axe not of them who druw fc 

perdition ; bnt of tiem that bel 

to tha Baring of the aouL" 
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In the history of God's ancient 
people this spirit appears with mark-. 
ed prominence. Never was a nation 
favoured as they were. All the 
ordinances of nature were again and 
again suspended for their sakes. 
For them rivers and seas were 
divided, and the sim and moon stood 
still. The heavens were opened, 
and angels' food fell in abundance at 
their feet. " He turned the rock 
into a standing water, the flint into 
a fountain of waters." For forty 
years God led them through the 
wilderness ; in the day by the pillar 
of a cloud, and in the night by a 
pillar of fire. He rebuked kings. He 
scattered and slew mighty armies. 
He turned whole nations upside 
down, for their preservation and 
deliverance. In all His dealings 
towards them, He made it evident 
that He was, not merely excelleiLt \s^ 
counael, but wonAerfxi m^ot^sss^^ 
-And the great t\^s^ ^\^e:^ ^^^ 
did for them pxoda^e^^ ^'^ "^"^^ ^ 



dera in Egypt ; they remembered 
not tlie multitude of Thy mercies ; 
but provoked Him at the sea, even 
at the Red eea. Nevertheleas He 
saved them for Hie name's sake, that 
He might make His mighty power to 1 
be known. He rebuked the Red i 
sea also, and it was dried up : so 
He led them through the depths, as 
through the wilderness. And 
saved them from the hand of 
that hated them, and redeemec' 
from the hand of the enemy 
the waters covered their e 
there was not one of tb 
Then beUeved they His ">»■ 
jf^aag- Sis praise." Sucli ■« 
I^ression which RJs mercic-.B 
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With glowing ardour they sang, 
" Who is like unto Thee, Lord; 

Slorious in holiness, fearful in praises, 
oing wonders ! ' ' They sounded the 
timbrel, and joined in the dance. 
High and low, men and maidens, 
all imited in celebrating His marvel- 
lous lovingkindness. and in extolling 
His wondrous works. But what is 
man? When most highly favoured, 
what is he ? " Then they beUeved 
His words; they sang his praise:" 
and continued to do so all their 
journey through? Alas! not so. 
" They soon forgat His works ; they 
waited not for His counsels." Their 

Sratitude speedily evaporated. Their 
eUghtful frames and feelings soon 
passed away : and they went on still in 
their trespasses, tempting God, and 
murmuring and rebelhng against Him, 
as if He had never interposed, and as 
if they had never acknowle.d.s^^ 
His interpositions on ^^xt ^^"^^^^ 
A similar view i» gvNOT^VcL'^^'^ ^ 
Psalm. God's N^onaLe^^xiJ^^^^ 
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there declared, that they might be 
held in constant remembrance, and 
that theu: record might be trans- 
mitted from sire to eon, through 
Biicceaaive generations. " That the 
generation to come might knowthem, 
even the children which shoidd be 
born, who ehould ariee and declare 
them to their children ; that they 
might Bet their hope in God, and not 
forget the works of God, but keep 
Hia commandments ; and might not 
be as their fathers, a etubbom and 
rebellious generation ; a generation 
that set not their heart aright, and 
whose spirit was not steadfast with 
God." Such was their character. 
There was nothing stable about them, 
When any signal mercies were con- 
ferred on them, they were melted juet 
for the moment ; or when any viaitar- 
tions of vengeance were brought 
upon them, they were filled with 
^■arand tremblmg; buttheiejoiciti^ 
on the one hand, and t\i6 aXasva. o 
1 ^e other, were alite e-^aweac^Ts 
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"All that the Lord hath spoken will 
we do," was their language, while 
the terrors of the Almighty snr* 
rounded them — as when He pro- 
claimed His law, in dread majesty, 
from the summit of Sinai. But no • 
sooner had the Hghtnings ceased to 
glitter, and the thunderclaps to roar, 
than they set up a calf, before which 
they bowed, and to which they 
ascribed their deliverance. 

In the time of Christ the same 
spirit frequently appeared, as it has 
in all subsequent ages. In the par^ 
able of the sower He divides the 
hearers of the gospel into four classes, 
and one, the stony ground hearers, 
represents the class we are now con- 
sidering. Thev receive with joy 
the word preacned to them. In a 
transport oi admiration they exclaim, 
How sublime, how wonderful, how 
clear, how convincing ! W^ -^'k^^ 
never 8o charmed maXV o>3ct ^^'^^ 
never bo moved, and »o xneVV^^- v^^^ 
the great Teacher— R^ "^^^"^ 
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what was in man — ^who was never 
deceived by any imposing appear- 
ances — He testified that it would aJl 
come to nought. They had no 
root in them, and therefore they 
could not endure. JWhen tribulation 
or persecution arise th because of the 
word, by and by they are offended. 

Not a few have we known whose 
histories have verified this represen- 
tation. They were at one time 
truly promising characters. They 
appeared to be inflamed with a holy 
ambition to win the heavenly crown. 
We saw them commence the journey, 
and we thought they started well. 
But where are they now ? Where ? 
The tears of their fiiends — the sighs 
of their ministers — ^the triumphs of 
the enemy, answer the question. 
From the way of truth they hav 
turned aside. According to tne tr 
proverb it has happened to th 
^^The dog is turned to Tai^ 
voiz22t again, and the sow tWt 
^^shed to her wallowing in t\\o\x 
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Miserable men ! it would have been 
better for tbem not to have known 
the way of righteousness, than, after 
having known it, to turn from the holy 
commandment delivered unto them. 
How striking is the figure which 
the prophet employs in representing 
such characters. They are com- 
pared to the morning cloud, and 
the early dew, which goeth away. 
These are emblems of whatever is 
brief and transitory. Look at the 
morning cloud— it may be now dark 
and lowering; but look. again, and 
it is gone — ^not the least trace of it 
vppears. And so with the early 
lew. There it is in countless drops, 
hininglike so many glittering gems; 
at as the sun comes forth from his 
istem chamber, and begins career- 
? his majestic way, pouring forth 
3 fiilness of his beams on every 
ad — ^then how speedit^ ijc^ *^<^ 
vamsh ! And so ^V?tL>3tL^^^'^5'^^^^ 
have described. TV^^t ^oo^cs^^^ 
)pear8 in like in^ivxieT. 
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Believer, dread the thought of 
ever forsakmg Him by whose worthy 
name thoa art called, " Will ye 
also go away? Lord, to whom shall 
we go? Thou hast the words of 
eternal lite," Let thy motto ever 
be, Onward ! Though faint, be etill 
pureuing. Hold fast the profeaaion 
of thy faith without wavering, for 
He is faithful that promised. He 
will not forsake those who put their 
trust in Him. Deeply conscious art 
thoTi, doubtless, of tlune own weak- 
ness, and of the backsliding tendency 
of thy wayward and deceitful heartj 
but there is One who is greater than 
thine heart, and thy safety oonsists 
in looking daily to Him for that 
upholding and persevering grace 
which He has promised to His people. 
If the reader is a young disciple, 
let him endeavour to comit the coat, 
and thus seek to be prepared for all 
that may await him. liad oti.& aaA 
another of Bunyati's -piX^ma isms 
I ^Aj's, they wo\iiA not have \>fee^ ' 
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likely to turn back, nor be dis- 
couraged by the difficulties, nor 
frightened at the dangers, to which 
they were exposed. To you we 
would say then, Beckon upon meet- 
ing with much to oppose and dis- 
hearten you. Througn the Slough 
of Despond you will have to pass. 
By Beelzebub's Castle, with the • 
archers aiming to level their darts 
at you, you wm have to pass. Over 
the Hill Difficulty, and by the roar- 
ing lions, and through the Valley of 
Humiliation, haunted with its fright- 
ful demons, you will have to pass. 
And so with Doubting Castle, and 
Giant Despair, and pits, and snares 
innumerable. But, after all, be not dis- 
couraged. To have that one promise 
ftilfilled, " My grace is sufficient for 
thee, and My strength shall be made 
perfect in thy weakness," and you 
will be able to surmount them. ^^ 
and thus hold on tillyoTcr'pi!igrvmsv.'^^ 
js Snishedy and an entr ancebv^ gt^^^^^^ 
to you into the Shining CiV? »ioo^^ 
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O Thou who didst endure such 
contradiction of sinners, help us to 
consider Thee, and to call continually 
upon Thee, lest we become weary 
and faint in our minds. Inspire us 
with a spirit of increasing steadfast- 
ness. Help us to attend with eJl 
diK^ence to every means which will 
be likely to promote this great object. 
May we so run the race that is set 
before us, that at length we may 
receive the end of our faith, even 
the full and final salvation of our 
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*' The bird that soars on highest wing 
Boilds on the ground her lowly nest, 
And she that do& most sweetly sing, 
Sings in the shade when all things rest — 
In lark and nightingale we see 
What hononr hath hmnility. 

« The saint that wears heaven's brightest orowni 
In deei>est adoration bends — 
The weight of gloiy bows him down 
The most when most his soul ascends : 
Nearest the throne itself must be 
The footstool of humility." 



**Fride goeth before destraotion, and a hau^ty 
spirit before a falL"— Frov. xvl 18. 

** Be clothed with humilit7."-l Peter v. 5. 

Jjinuilitg; Humility may be defined 
* as consiBting in profound 
^nit. self-abasement before God, 
arising from a deep sense of our sin- 
Ailness, and in a low estimation of 
ourselves, as we stand related to our 
fellow creatuiea, ^V^\feN<^x \i^ *^css> 
extent of out aUa\3MHi^^'e.^ ^-^ "^ 
iinportance oi tVie «.\.a^oxL^^ ^^^"^ 
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It is dcBcribed by the apostle as a 
diapoBition which leads us, not to 
think of ourselves more highly than 
wt) ought to think, but to think 
soberly, according as God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith. 

Upon thia subject too much stress 
cannot be laid, for without huniihty 
rehgiou cannot possibly exist. A 
prond Chriatian is a contradiction in 
terms. Wo might as well speak of 
a wine fool, of a wicked saint, of a 
sober drunkard, or of a chaste harlot, 
as of a proud Christian. We may as 
aoon expect the fragrant olive tree 
to llounsh in the barren wastes of 
Siberia, or in the frozen regions of 
Lapland, as that tme piety should 
gi-ow in tho heart that is proud and 
haughty. A vine might as- well 
thrive when a worm is gnawing at 
its root, as that the soul should pros- 
per and be in health when its 
.■in-affinice and self-couBcciv\eTi.cft wcei 
'■/"/' subdued. 
One of the Fathers ot tVe CVoto 
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when asked which was the first 
principle in rehgion, replied, Humih- 
ty. When asked which was the 
second, he said. Humility. And 
when asked which was the third, he 
again answered. Humility. So im- 
portant was this grace in his estima- 
tion that he regarded it as the 
beginning, the middle, and the end 
of true godliness. And we may 
truly say that where humility is 
absent, everything else is in vain. 
A person may possess the most 
splendid talents — ^he may have the 
gift of miracles, and the knowledge 
of all mysteries — ^but without true 
humility he is, in the sight of God, 
nothing but sounding brass or a 
tinkling cymbal. 

Without a spirit of humility no 
happiness could be enjoyedin heaven. 
The proud man, were he admitted 
there, could feel no real ox \^^\ks^^ 
enjoyment The outwardL ^^^ ^^ 
the place might dazzVe \^«^ e^e^^^ 
a time, but he could not Te\\^ ^^ 
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Bociety and eraploymentB of t 
blessed state. The lionoura c 
f erred upon patriarchs, prophi 
apostles, and martyra, would 
likely to excite his envy, and bef 
long he would attempt to aow ' 
seeds of discord among the heave 
hosts. 

Reader, if thon wouldst enjoy t 
happiness, both here and hereaf 
cnltivate a humble spirit, for withi 
it neither can be tniue. " t! 
lovely valley of humihation," s 
the venerable Rowland Hill, wl 
writing to a fiiend, " the safest, i 
most fertile spot between the citj 
destruction and heaven. May 3 
get into it, make your constant abi 
in it, and never get out of it, till fr 
thence you. shall be called to glo 
1 I could say a thousand things 
praise of this valley. The air ia 
salubrioua; the gi-oimd so ferti 
the S.iui so wholesome ■, ■w\Aft is 
'^Ae branohtiB of every tree ^j\vtt ">i^ 
of prayer and praise ate ^i^^w 
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delightful concert. While living in 
it no weapon that is formed againsi 
us shall prosper, since the enemy oi 
souls cannot shoot low enough to 
reach us to our hurt. Take this 
hint from a very old man, who is jusi 

Jutting off his harness." " True 
umiUty," was the language ol 
another, the late Matthew Wilks, 
" is a lovely ornament ; it is the only 
becoming dress for a saved sinner." 
let us seek then to be clothed in 
this robe, that we may be brought to 
lie low at the fbotstool of our Makei 
and Redeemer; and that in all our 
intercourse with each other, we may 
look at our superiors without envy, 
and upon our mferiors without con- 
tempt. 

In the saints of old this grace 
appeared with marked prominence ; 
and in following them as patterns 
for our imitation, let \\s ^xAftar^^^^s 
to be /ite-minded with. t\5L^Ta\sv'^ 
important particular. T^vs^^-J 
Abraham, the father o£ ^^ ^^"^^ 
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aiid the fi-iend of God, How great 

was liie humility! how profotind his I 
self-abasement I " Behold, I have ' 
taken upon me to speak unto the 
Lord, who am nothing but duet and 
aehee." He was filled with a con- 
sciousneas of his absolute nothing- 
nees in tho preeenee of the Great 
Eternal. There was David also. 
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saints: and when penning one of 
his last epistles, he designates him- 
self the very chief of sinners. He 
was brought to know himself— a 
knowledge, we are told, in which 
all wisdom centres ; and if we knew^ 
ourselves as he did, pride and self- 
complacency would find no room 
witmn us. 

But, above all, let us consider Him 
who said, " Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of Me, for I am meek and 
lowly in heart." The heaven of 
heavens could not contain Him ; all 
the fulness of the Eternal Godhead 
dwelt in Him ; devils trembled at 
His rebuke, and flew from His pre- 
sence to the abodes of misery ; yet 
how meek, how lowly! Reader, 
aspire after conformity to Christ in 
His humility. In the words of the 
Apostle we would say, "Let nothing 
be done through strife orv^^s^^^^^N 
but in lowliness oi TCM\i&u\^^» ^^^, 
esteem others \>eUfeT 'Ocvasv "^^^ 
selves. Look not evex^ to»sv 
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not the voice of man." But the 
angel of the Lord smote him, and he 
was eaten up of worms. 

While, however, God resisteth the 
proud. He has promised to give grace 
unto the humble. The lowly are the 
objects of His special regard. What 
He declared concerning Zion, He says 
in reference to every humble heart, — 
" This is my rest for ever ; here will 
I dwell, for I have desired it." "For 
thus saith the high and lofty One, 
that inhabiteth eternity, whose name 
is holy; I dwell in the high and 
holy place : " that is one of the 
palaces of the Great King, where 
the throne of His glory is erected — 
where the countless armies of cher- 
ubim and seraphim are stationed, 
and where perfected saints reside. 
But He has another place of habi- 
tation : " with him also that is of a 
contrite and himible wgvx?A»^ ^S2» 
revive the spirit oi>i)cL^\oossi^'^'»^^'^ 

to revive the heart, oi >C^^ c.^^^^ 

oneB.'^ 
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The humble spirit and contrite 
Is an abode of My delight. 

The hnmhle soul My words revive, 
I bid the mourning sinner live, 
Heal all the broken hearts I find, 
And ease the sorrows of the mind." 

?hou, Lord, art high, bein{ 
)d above all blessing and pr 
, notwithstanding Thine uns] 
e greatness, Thou hast re 
:o the lowly ; but the proud 
owest afar off. subdue 
de of my heart ; and help i 
inifest, by my whole demef 
it meekness of spirit which 
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" Depart from me, ye wicked race, 
Whose hands and hearts are iU ; 
I love my God, I love His ways, 
And must obey His will." 



*' He that walketh with wise men shall he wise ; 

but a companion of fools shall be 

destroyed."— Prov. xiii. 20. 

« Thou art my Lord; my goodness eztendeth 

not to Thee; but to the saints that are in 

the earth, and to the excellent, in 

whom is all my delight," 

Fs. zvi. 2, 3. 

CiirmparaonSpJ man is a social being, 
flf tbt §Balll : Wherever he is found, 
^ 1 ^ It. whether in a savage 
« 0bf or civilized state, this 
^ ^* trait more or less ap- 
pears. Nor is it by man alone that 
this propensity is manifested. It is 
seen in the lower departrcL<^TA». <^^ 
the animal creation. ¥\^^^ %'^rfvss5Lxs^. 
shoals, and insects move \tl «^«s^ 
Thus man and "bea^t -^o^^^^^"^ 

D 
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instinct in common, as they do many 
others. 

The social principles of our nature 
may become, like all other principles, 
the source either of p;ood or of evil. 
If rightly improved, and properly 
directed — of ^ood ; if pei'verted and 
abused — of evil. How anxious then 
should we be to shun the latter, and 
to realize the former! And that auch 
may be the case, what care should 
we exercise in the choice of those 
with whom we associate 1 

Reader, art thou a follower of 
Christ? If 80, select thy companions 
from among His people. How solemn 
and decisive are the apostle's words, 
" Know ye not that the friendship of 
the world is enmity with God ? 
Whosoever therefore will be a friend 
of the world, is tlTff"enemy of God." 
In the book of Proverbs we have 
line upon line, and precept upon pre- 
cept calling upon ub to bqvy.ii. the 
feliowBhip of the wngofii^. \t:»« 
fJieirpath we are not to e-cAet-, ^ 
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are to avoid it, to turn from it, and 
to pass awav. And what was the 
resohition of the Psalmist? "De- 
part from me, ye evil doers; for I 
will keep the commandments of my 
God." 

In the history of God's people we 
have this duty prominently exem- 
plified. In the experience of David, 
whose words we have just quoted, 
this was especially the case. There 
were three things to which he was 
pre-eminently attached. The first 
was the word of God. how highly 
did he prize that sacred treasure ! 
It was his daily counsellor and 
guide. The second was the house 
of God. " I have loved the habi- 
tation of Thine house ; and tKfe place 
where Thine honour dwelleth." And 
in his banishment, when deprived of 
the high privilege of treading its 
threshold, and joining in its hallowed 
exercises of prayer an^L y^?5^^^^V^ 
envied even the \>Ys:Aa \\vaX» \svS^ 
their neeta against ite ^^W»- <.'-Xe^ 
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the sparrow hath found an house, and 
the swallow a nest for herself^ where 
she may lay her young, even Thine 
altars, Lord of Hosts, my King 
and my God," But in addition to 
the word and house of God, he 
ardently loved the people of God. 
" I am a companion, ' did he say, 
" of all them that fear Thee, and of 
them that keep Thy precepts." He 
speaks of the saint-a that were upon 
the earth, and the excellent, as those 
in whom was all his delight. And 
God appears to have blessed him with 
not a few of such to delight himself 
ia. He had Nathan, so faithful 
and true ; he had Barsillai, the 
Gileadite, a brother born for adver- 
sity ; he had Abiather the priest, 
and Zadoc the scribo ; and he once 
had Jonathan, whom he loved as his 
own soul : and many more, -with 
whom he took sweet counsel, and 
ry^alked to the house ot G.qA in 
company. 
How ijiteresting, aga\n, w "^^ 
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account given of what took place in 
the time of the prophet Malachi. It 
appears to have been a season 
when iniquity and infidelity greatly 
abounded. The avowal was un- 
blushingly made that it was vain to 
serve (5od, and that there was no 
profit in keeping His ordinances. 
But even then there were some who 
were found faithful among the faith- 
less. And among other things they 
were especially distinguished by 
the particular we are considering, 
tiamely, their love to and their in- 
ercourse with each other. " They 
hat feared the Lord spake often one 
1 another ; and the Lord hearkened 
id heard it, and a book of remem- 
•ance was written before Him for 
em that feared the Lord, and that 
>ught upon His name." And as He 
7ays honours those who honour 
n, it is added, " And they shall be 
le saith the Lord of hosts, in thai^ 
when I make up my jewels ; and 
ill spare them, a«> ^ xc^sx:^ ^s^-^x'^'^ 
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his own son that serveth him." 
Having come out from among the 
imgodly, God received them; He 
looked down with special appro- 
bation upon them; and promised 
that He would at length gloriously 
reward them. 

And so with the early Christians. 
** Being let go," it is said, "they 
went to their own company:" a 
declaration that gives us a clear in- 
sight into their character as far as 
their fellowship with each other was 
concerned. They were, though a 
persecuted, yet a happy, loving, uni- 
ted family. They had to do with 
others, but it was their own com- 
pany they loved. 

There is something highly rea- 
sonable in the duty we are endea 
vouring to enforce. "Like love 
like," says the proverb, "all tl: 
world over.^^ One individual 
drawn to another, and oii^ ^^s» 
^eix to another claBB, wVieTe ^ 
® of views, of tastes » o^ fee' 
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and of efforts, are found to exist. 
WTiether it be in literary and politi- 
cal pursuits, or in the degrading 
pleasures of sense and sin, we have 
abundant illustrations of this truth. 
And if such associate together, how 
much more should the followers of 
Christ do so, who are united to each 
other by far higher bonds — ^bonds 
heavenly in their source, and death- 
less in their duration ! 

The feelings with which we re- 
gard the people of God are a decisive 
proof of our spiritual condition. " By 
their fruits," feaid the Saviour, " ye 
shall know them." And the fruits 
to which the Scriptures refer are 
exceedingly simple and palpable. 
Nothing brilliant or imposmg is re- 
quired in order to evidence that we 
are the disciples of Christ. The 
possession of splendid talents; the 
distribution of ample charities \ the, 
endurance of martyr^LOTXi', \icrw^ ^ 
these things are xewe^^^^^^ ^^ 
prooiS of our discipVeaVve. ^^^«^ 
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been the ease, onlv some favoured 
few could evince their attachment 
to the Lord Jesus, and manifest 
that they were His true friends and 
followers. But the requirements of 
the Gospel are such as may be 
practised by individuals in every 
condition ; they are tests which may 
be applied to persons of every rank 
and station. 

How desirable a thing is it for us 
to be brought to know that we have 
passed from death to life — ^that that 
great and glorious change has taken 
place, in virtue of which we are 
made children of God and inheritors 
of the kingdom of heaven ! Well, it 
may be known. The thing is not 
impossible. But in what way ? Not 
by conferring with prophet or angel 
gifted with the revelation of hiddr 
things. Not by reading our nar 
in the book of life, that mystic 
lume which is chained to the et 
throne, with all the fateB o? 
^^ />r I'occiving froin Gfo( 
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direct intimation of the fact, such as 
proclaiming from the excellent glory 
that we are His beloved and accepted 
children, in whom He is well pleased. 
No, not so. It is not by ascending 
to heaven above, nor by descending 
to the depths below ; but it is by 
means of that revealed Word which 
is near us. And what is its testi- 
mony? "We know that we have 
passed from death unto life, because 
we love the brethren." Brotherly 
affection — a cordial feeKng of attach- 
ment to all who possess the mind, 
and manifest the spirit of Christ, is 
what the apostle John fixes upon as 
an indubitable evidence of our per- 
sonal salvation. 

The question then is one of the 
greatest importance. Do I love the 
brethren? And does my love to 
them lead me to delight in inter- 
course with them? If we are 
strangers to such feeHngs we have 
every reason to doubt our spiritual 
conmtion. " By tbk ^\v^ ^ ^gsknx 
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know that ye are my diBciplee, if ye 
love one another ;" and the converse 
will hold equally true, — By this shall 
all men know that ye are not, if such 
a spirit is not possessed and mani- 
fested by you. 

Once more, if we make the people 
of God our companions, we are hkely 
. to derive benefits of the most im- 
portant kind from intercourse with 
them. " Come thou with us," is 
their invitation, " and we will do 
thee good." They will cheer, and 
warn, and direct us ; they will sym- 

Eathise with us in our sorrows, and 
ring down the blessing of heaven 
upon U8 by their prayers. 

Reader, beware of sinful com- 
panions. Ask the wretched youth 
who, with a ruined character, is now 
an inmate of yonder prison, what 
brought him to such a place — and 
he will tell you that it was wicked 
companions. Ask tta ip^'^'f c^e^Jwa^ 
TvAo 18 about to tenmna-^e Vw. ■aoaei- 
afc/e career on the gaWo-wa, ^NV^\.Vi 
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him to so disastrous an end, and he 
will answer — wicked companions. 
No mind but His who comprehends 
the universe in its vast survey, can 
tell what multitudes have been 
ruined, ruined for both worlds, by 
the influence of wicked companions. 
Young man, shun the society of the 
imgooly. Flee from them as you 
would from a venomous viper. 
Dread their abode as you would a 
place infected with the most malig- 
nant pestilence. 0, if sinners entice 
thee, consent thou not. Dare to be 
singular ; learn to be decided. And 
whatever others may do, be it yours 
to aspire after the blessedness which 
is pronoimced upon those, who walk 
not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor stand in the way oi sinners, nor 
sit in the seat of the scornftd ; but 
whose delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and who meditate \Sciete\sx ^^^ 
and night 
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'* Bless'd are the men whose bowels move 
And melt with sympathy and love ; 
From Christ the Lord shall they obtain 
Like sympathy and love again." 



" Am I my brother's keeper P"— Gen. iv. 9. 

<* To the weak became I as weak, that I might 

gain the weak ; I am made all things to 

all men, that I might by all means 

save some."— 1 Ck>r. iz. 22. 

Mis\ms: "Mankind," says one, 

Smntmsleb "are fallen from God into 

^ fj ^ great gulpn oi siniul 

^ * selfishness." " Pleasure, 

profit, and honour," says another, 

" are the natural man's tiinity ; and 

his carnal self is this trinity in unity." 

With most of our fellow-creatures, 

self is Alpha, and self is Omega — ^it 

is first and last, midst and wither 

end. 

^ And there is too Tn\\c\\ o\ 
moling ia the Christian CWtcV. 
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men," says the apostle, when refer- 
ring to certain religionists of his day, 
" seek their own, not the things 
-whichare Jesus Christ's." Even those 
who have been brought to realize 
somewhat of the value of spiritual 
blessings, often manifest too exclu- 
sive a regard for their own personal 
well-being. It is to be feared that 
many in attending the means of 
grace are only solicitous about their 
own edification and comfort. And 
there are some, of very high preten- 
sions, who can tolerate no preaching 
but that which is addressed to be- 
lievers invariably. 0, have such 
never read of the faithftd shepherd, 
w^ho left the ninety and nine sheep 
that were safe and secure, in order 
to traverse the wilderness in search 
of the one wanderer ? They would 
act according to the rule of rever- 
sion, and have the ninety and rdxvo. 
wanderers neglected., ^i!>asNX.^\\v^«:'^^^^ 
attention miglit "be gv^reri^V^^*^^'^ 
or the few folde^i ^\i.ee^. ^ 
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personally comforted is their g 
concera. Let others periah ; it ] 
tere but little if they are oiily f 
pered and fed. But let U3 be 
assured that there ia so met] 
radically wroug where such a fee 
exists. It is a sure sign, uot 
spiritual health but of epiri 
sickliness, if uot of Bpiritual unsoi 
iiess. Even were there no ^ 
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cry to be, "0 Thou that speakest 
peace to Thy people and to Thy 
saints, speak peace to my waiting 
BOTil. I beseech Thee shew me Thy 
glory ; reveal Thy smiling face, and 
make me joyful in Thy house of 
prayer." But let him not forget to 
add, " Save now, I beseech thee, 
Lord ; quicken the dead ; alarm the 
careless ; break the sinner's heart ; 
oi)en his blind eyes; and work 
mightily by Thy truth upon the con- 
Bciences of those who have never 
felt its saving power." 

And so in reference to those prac- 
tical efforts which we are called upon 
to make with the view of reclaimmg 
those who are ignorant and out of the 
way. Alas ! that the interest taken 
in the welfare of such should be so 
languid, and that the exertions put 
forth on their behalf should be so few. 

The reader may recollect the lan- 

Suage which the Jewish elders ad- 
ressed to Judas, when, with com- 
punction and remox^^, \i^ x<^\n«:^^^ 
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to them the thirty pieces of silver 
the sum for which he had sold t 
Son of God. Did they endeavour 
cherish the contrition which ! 
seemed to manifest, when he crie 
" I have sinned, in that I have l 
trayed the innocent blood?" N 
but with an indifference that mi 
have chiUed him, they repHe 
"What is that to us? see thou 
that." Now this is in effect t 
language of all who are unconcern 
about the well-being of their fello 
creatures. Tell them of the mise 
that abounds ; tell them of the te 

Eoral and spiritual destitution 
imdreds and thousands arou 
them ; tell them of the teemi 
millions who are sitting in darkn< 
and the shadow of death, strange 
to happiness and strangers to God 
and their practical reply is, " Wl 
38 that to us ? " Ah ! there is a d 
coming when they will »e(i Wv^ * 
^ometliing to them ; and t\\^ 
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that of indifference to the wants and 
woes of their fellow-men, they will 
be consigned, with the unprofitable 
servant, to the place where there is 
weeping, and wailing, and gnashing 
of teeth. 

In seeking to do good to others 
we are likely to get good ourselves. 
" The hberal soul," says the wise 
man, ^' shall be made fat, and he that 
watereth shall be watered also him- 
self." In proof of this, the following 
incident may be adduced : Some 
years ago, two friends were travelling 
together in Lapland. To preserve 
them from the extreme ngour of 
that northern climate they provided 
themselves with an abundance of 
warm clothing, in which they were 
well wrapped up. The cold, how- 
ever, notwithstanding these precau- 
tions, was almost insufferable. In 
the course of their journey^ the^ 
perceived the body oi^T£i'a».^^^^>2^i:^ 
covered with buov^. ^\v^^ ^*^;^ 
reached him lie «^yP^^^ ^ 

£ 
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frost-bitten, and few, if any, eymp- 
tOniB of life appeared. What was to 
be done? They were both faint 
from the fatigue of their journey, 
and both were shiverinK with cold. 
One of them proposed tnat as they 
could, in all probability, do the poor 
man no good, that they had better 
leave him as he was, and make the 
best of their way on. But with this 
the other could not agree ; he felt 
the kindHnga of compassion rising 
within him, and he at once com- 
menced the work of endeavouring to 
restore animation, while his com- 
panion went on, cold and shivering, 
towards a distant village. His effort* 
at first were very feeble, but as he 
persevered his own wannth and 
energy increased. His labours wei-e 
at length crowned with success ; 
animation was restored ; and a soul 
was saved from death. how pure 
and elevated must the jo'^ oi ttaa 
Peo evoJent individual Wve \>e.fe'R.\ 
been instrumental va %a.V«^^ 
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the life of a fellow-creature ; and in 
the effort he had likewise benefited 
himself. By warming the sufferer, 
he himself became warm. He pro- 
ceeded on his journey, not faint and 
starving, but with lively animation — 
with the cheerftd steps of a man who 
was conscious that he had done 
good. Go thou, would we say to 
the reader, and do likewise. Eelieve 
the distressed; clothe the naked; 
feed the hungry ; instruct the igno- 
rant. Thus the blessing of those 
who are ready to perish will come 
upon you; you will enjoy the ap- 
proving testimony of a peaceful con- 
science, that testimony which is 
" the soul's sweet sunshine and the 
heart-felt joy ;" and in the perform- 
ance of such acts you will be mater- 
ially benefited yourself. 

There is an old proverb which 
says, "Every one for himself, and 
God for all." We trust that the 
sentiment it expresses is one with 
which we have no ^tstcv^^S^k^ * ^^ 
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it ours to cherish "another spirit," 
even the spirit of the Lord Jesus, 
who pleased not Himself. What if 
He had acted on the above principle? 
In that case the throne of His glory 
would never have been left ; He 
would not have appeared as a hum- 
ble babe in Bethlehem ; there would 
have been no groaning in the gar- 
den ; no bleeding on the accursed 
tree. Had it been "every one for 
himself" with Him, the violated law 
must have taken its awful course ; 
the vials of divine wrath would have 
been pom-ed out upon our guilty 
heads ; and ruin, unmixed, unaltered, 
unending ruin would have been our 
portion. But lot us rejoice that Hfe 
espoused our cause, and that He died 
the sinless for the sinful to bring us 
to God. And may the contemplation 
of His unexampled love, shame us 
out oi that spirit of selfishness in 
which Tve aro so prono lo mivA^o ; 
^^(i constrain ns to \ive, aot^o o^'s- 
"oh'cs, bat to Him. 
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" If all the monarchs whose command supreme, 
Divides the wide dominion of this ball, 
Should o£Eer each his boasted diadem, 
I would not quit Thy favour for them all : 
These trifles with contempt I would resign ; 
The world's a toy, while I can call Thee mine." 



" For do I now persuade men or Gk>d P or do 

I seek to plenjse men P for if I yet pleased 

men* I shotQd not be the servant 

of Christ."-Gal. i. 10. 

"For before his translation he had this testi- 
mony, that he pleased God."— 
Heb. xi. 6. 

iPItaSmg Ittn : It is recorded in one of 

the gospel narratives, 
|Uasing (inlr. that certain elders of 

the Jews besought the Saviour's 
interposition in the case of the 
Centurion, whose servant was at the 
point of death; and the plea they 
urged was, "That he was worthy 
for whom He should do this ; for he 
loveth our nation, axA \^v>50q. \s^S^ 
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US a synagogue." He had thus won, 
Gentile though he waa, their good 
opinion ; and in order to testify their 
approbation, they came forward on 
tma occasion, not merely to exprew 
their sympa^y, but to exert their 
influence on hia behal£ 

To enjoy the favour of our fellow- 
creatures is, doubtless, a blessing 
not to be despised. The Centurion 
Could not be otherwise than gratified 
by finding that he stood bo high in 
the estimation of those among whom 
he dwelt ; and the contemplation of 
the incident, simple though it be, is 
refreshing to every mind. As a 
modern writer observes, 

" Praise is good ; 
Honour is a treasure to be hosrded ; 
A good man's praiie foreshadowelh Qod's, 
And in His smile is heaven." 

But those who make it their chief 

ai/a to please men are evidently 

under the influence oi a ^ftft^xv% 

yhich cannot be too stxoit^'^ GCBk- 

'^onmed. If this be tKe Te^wXaJCm^ 
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principle of our lives; if we shape 
our wnole course and conduct with 
the view of attaining this object, we 
cannot, as the apostle states, be the 
servants of Christ. The true Chris- 
tian acts from other and higher mo- 
tives; his actions are to be ever 
regulated by the will of God, 
whether men are. pleased or not. 
With the apostles, when summoned 
before the Jewish rulers, our lan- 
guage should be, " Whether it be 
right in the sight of God to hearken 
unto you more than unto God, judge 

ye." 

And to seek to please men is in 
general a very hopeless task* Many 
a minister of the gospel especially, 
has found it to be so bv painfiil 
experience. He would be of all 
men most miserable, if his only 
end was to secure the approval of 
those among whom be lafooxxx^. ^ 
one remarks, — ^'If tYie -^gt^^^c^c^ert ^ 
faithful, he is said to \>e peT^oT^^N>^ 
cheerful, he is trifting •, « ^^xvoxx^. 
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IB dull ; if practical, he is legal ; if 
he preaches grace, he is an enemy 
to good works. If he be social, he 
is worldly ; if very studious, he is 
reserved. If he is forgiving when 
misrepreBented, he is guilty, or he 
would resent it ; if he plea<k for his 
rights, he is covetous ; if he is pas- 
sive, he is weak ;■ if he is courteous, 
he ie afraid of man ; if he is courage- 
oua, he ie rude; if his language be 
piercing, he is coarae ; if plain, he is 
illiterate ; if elevated, he is too high 
in liis style." 

But let US turn to a more con- 
genial and important theme, that of 
pleasing God. And in order to attain 
this blessed privilege it is indispens- 
able that we be brought into a state 
of personal acceptance with Him. 
" For they that are after the flesh," 
savs the apostle, " do mind the 
things oi the flesh ; but they that 
arc lifter the Spirit, the t\\m?,ft o^'Otva, 
'^pfri'f:. For to be camo,%-Tmu&ei\» 
feat/i ; Out to be B^'miimW-S-mm^*" 
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is life and peace. Because the 
carnal mind is enmity against God : 
for it is not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be. So 
then they that are in the flesh can- 
not please God." There is some- 
thing fearfully emphatic in the above 
representation. It shows not merely 
that men are enemies to God, but 
that their carnal minds are enmity 
itself — enmity in the abstract. Ene- 
mies may be reconciled, but enmity 
cannot. . A vicious man may become 
virtuous, but vice never can. Indeed, 
the only way to reconcile enemies is 
by destroying the enmity that exists 
between them. " We," says the 
apostle elsewhere, " who were ene- 
mies are reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son ;" but he speaks of 
enmity as having been consumed or 
destroyed. Having " abolished in his 
flesh the enmity" — andVia^Nm*^^'' ^«ic<v. 
the enmity thereby." T\i^ co\\s3s.\>Jsv.crsv 
drawn from all this \smeV\\>«Jv^^-»'^P^ 
tboae who are in tKo laie^Xv-^^^ ^^ 
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natural condition of enmity and aKen- 
ation — cannot please God. 

It' is, however, cheering to know 
that if our state by nature is such 
that we cannot please God while we 
remain ixx it; yet that there is a state 
of grace in which we can, and that 
there is a way of translation from 
the one to the other. We are na- 
turally guilty and depraved ; and ^ 
before anything we can do will be '' 
well-pleasing in God's sight, we 
must, as guilty creatures, be par- 
doned; and as depraved and polluted, 
we must be renewed. We are spi- 
ritually — ^to employ a familiar com- 
parison — in the situation of a poor 
criminal in prison, who has been 
sentenced to death, and who is at 
the same time infected with some 
fatal disease. Now if such an one be 
merely pardoned, he will soon die of 
/Zie disease ; and, on the other hand, 
^^/2e IS only cured of tlie di^e^^ei^'Wk 
^iist soon be executed. 1^ *\^ ^'^- 
e^^ that Ae needs botli— Ke tovi^^'^^ 



\ 
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pardoned and cured. And so with 
us. We require a double cure ; we 
must be justified and sanctified ; we 
must be fi*eed fi*om sin in its guilt, 
and from sin in its reigning power. 
Now the Saviour does both. " This 
is He that came by water and blood;" 
by water to wash us from our im- 
purities, and by blood to remove, 
by its sacrificial efficacy, the con- 
demnation we have deserved. Now 
these two blessings should never be 
separated ; what God hath joined 
together let not man put asunder. 
" The religion of a sinner," says John 
Newton, " stands upon two pillars — 
what Christ did for us, and what the 
Holy Spirit does in us. Most errors," 
he adds, " arise from an attempt to 
separate these two." Before, then, 
we can please God, our guilty per- 
sons must be accepted, and our 
sinful hearts must be renewed. 

Various things may be specified, 
with the possession and exercia^ <^1 
which God is decW^dL \,o\i^ -^^^^ 
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pleased. Of these one of the most 
prominent is iaitli. " But without 
faith it is impoesible to please Him ; 
for he that cometh to God must be- 
lieve that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of them that diligently ' 
seek Him." No state of mind can 
possibly be more offensive to God 
thau that of unbelief " He that be- 
lieveth not God hath made Him a 
liar; because he belioveth not the 
record that God gave of His Son." 
It is a spirit that casts the foulest 
indignity upon the divine character. 
It is a spint that would tarnish all 
the glory of His infinite perfections. 
It is a spirit that would rob every 
gem that decks His crown. It is a 
spirit that would pluck away every 
pdlar that supports His throne. It 
IS a spirit that would, not merely 
change the glory of the uncorruptible 
God iiito an image made hke to cor- 
ruptiblo man, and to \>\t*\s, «.■&&. Wot- 
footed fceasts, and CTee\i\ntt'Otttn.^\ 
^lit into the likeness oi "i'^ S^^« 
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apostate spirit himself, of whom it is 
emphatically said that he is a liar, 
and the father of it. Unbelief, then, 
must be a spirit that God abhors ; 
and faith, on the contrary, or implicit 
confidence in Him, is a spirit that 
He cannot but regard with appro- 
bation and delight. 

Another particular we may men- 
tion is gratitude. " Whoso ofifereth 
praise glorifieth me ;" it must there- 
fore be pleasing to Him. "I will 
praise the name of God," says David, 
" with a song, and will magnify Him 
with thanksgiving. This also shall 
please the Lord better than an ox 
or bullock that hath horns and 
hoofs." Let us then present unto 
God thanksgiving, and pay our vows 
unto the Most High. Let our re- 
solve be, 

" 111 praise my Maker with my breath, 
And when my voice is lost in death, 

Praise shall employ my nobler powers : 
My days of praise shall ne'er be past, 
While life, and thought, and being last. 
Or immortality eiiduYe^r 
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A course of holy consiBtency is 
another thing that may be specified. 
" Whatsover we ask, ' says John, 
" we receive of Him, because we 
keep His commandments, and do 
those things that are pleasing in His 
sight" "We beseech you," says 
Paul, " and exhort you by the Lord 
Jesus, that as ye have received of 
us how ye ought to walk and to 
please God, so ye T<rould abound 
more and more.' "The firuits of 
holiness," it has been strikingly ob- 
served, "which appear in God's 
people on earth, imperfect as they 
are, are on some accounts more 
pleasing to Him than those produced 
by the angels in heaven. Holiness 
in heaven is like flowers in spring, 
or like fruit in autumn, when they 
are expected; but holiness in a 
world so depraved as this, is like 
£owera and fruit in the depth of 
vf^inter: or like the \Ao^aom» and 
almonds of Aaron's rod, ^\v\c\i too- 
deeded from a dead and ^w^^^'^ 
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• 

branch. When the delicious fruits 
of southern climes can be made by 
the gardener's skill to flourish in our 
northern regions, they are far more 
admired and » praised than while 
growing in rich abundance in their 
native soil. So when holiness, whose 
native land is heaven, is found in 
the comparatively frozen and barren 
soil of this world, which lieth in 
wickedness, it is viewed by celestial 
beings with pecuKar pleasure and 
surprise." 

We see from this subject what 
should be the constant aim of every 
believer — ^it is to please God. Keader, 
study to show thyself approved unto 
Him. His favour is life ; His loving- 
kindness is better than life. And 
may He whose approbation out- 
weighs a world of^ censure, and 
which transcends a whole universe 
of applause, say to t\i'fe^, ^Sw^-^ *^iK^ 
chequered scene is ovet , '-'- ^ ^^^'^^^> 
^ood and faitlifv\\ e^^x^^xv^^ ^f^ 
thou into the joy oi tV^ V^^^^ 



FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS. 



'■ Let par^f nwne» do raore 
The chrutJMl woild o'erepread ; 
Gentile and Jew, and bond and free, 
Are one in Ghriat their Head." 



" Foe (rhereaa there la among ;ou envying, 

and atrife, nod division!, are ye not 

oamal, and walk as men P " 

ICor.iii 3. 

^nitj : The Church of Christ is 

—.J. . one. It is one family, 

*' ^' one flock, one army, one 

vineyard, one body, one bride. Her 

God is one. Jesus, her husband and 

head, is one. Her privileges, her 

interests, her objects, her destination, 

are one. "There is one body, and 

one spirit, even as ye ai-e called in 

one hope of your calling ; one Lord, 

one /kith, ono baptism, one CsqA a.'ad 

■Father of all, who ia aVwMC iSV,mA 

through all, aud in you aX^-' 
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And if the Universal Church is one, 
should not each of its separate 
branches be one ? But are they one ? 
To ask the question is a taunt and 
mockery. On I if tears could bedim 
those eyes which gaze on the glories 
of the beatific vision, would not the 
heavenly hosts weep and wail at the 
sad spectacle of the mystical body 
of Christ, torn and mangled as it 
now is ! And while Heaven might 
weep, hell might well rejoice, as she 
doubtless does, with fiendish triumph, 
at the sight. Her fallen legions are 
fully conscious that the Saviour's 
purposes will be thwarted as long 
as such a state of things shall con- 
tinue ; for He appeared " in the dis- 
pensation of tne fiilness of times, 
that He might gather together in one 
all things in Himself, both which are 
in heaven and which are on earth.' 
The world which now li^^\>. x^ 
-wickednesa will coTi\>m\xfc ^»^ ^^ 
therein, until a divided ^^^^^^f^^^^x 
raade one — one in Bp\x\l s^xA ^Ss>c. 

F 
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at least, even if its membeni be not 
fiilly joined in the same mind and 
the same judgment. Satan is well 
aware that l£e conversion of the 
world ia suspended upon the unity 
of the Church ; and hence he leaves 
no meane untried which are litely to 
embitter its various sections one 
against the other, that his reign 
might be thereby prolonged. And 
were Chriatians as fiiUy aware of the 
same fact, would they not be likely 
to come nearer together? Would 
they not be disposed to forget their 
t ntfin g differences? Would they not 
be Avilling to lose them in the 
indulgence of a heavenly charity — 
in the noble oblivion of love? We 
might then hope, yea, we might 
entertain the ^auxed conviction, that 
the set time to favour Zion had come 
— the time when God, even our own 
God, would abundantly bless her, 
and when a/I the ends of the earth 
^ould be brought to feat ^\vq.. 
^e above consideTa-tiotis »-w 
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abundantly confirmed by the memo- 
rable prayer which the Saviour 
offered on the night in which He 
was betrayed. Among the petitions 
which He then addressed to His 
Heavenly Father, this was one : 
" Neither pray I for these alone, but 
for them also which shall believe on 
Me through their word; that they all 
might be one, as Thou, Father, art in 
Me, and I in Thee, that they also may 
be one in Us : that the world may 
believe that Thou hast sent Me^ The 
world will not believe before then. 
The one must precede the other. It 
is heaven's own plan ; and to imagine 
that it will be otherwise, is to 
expect that the Saviour's prayer will 
be frustrated, and that out of mere 
indulgence to our perverseness, to 
our cold carnalities and unhallowed 
bigotries. 

How desirable is it, in order to 
hasten this blissful consummation, 
that Christians should have a dee.^ 
and realizing ixaptemox^ ^^"^ *CiciSii^ 
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spiritual relationship which exists 
between the whole body of the faith- 
ful. They are all children of the 
same Father, members of the same 
Son, habitations of the same Spirit. 
It is the same mercy that pitied 
them, the same blood that bought 
them, the same grace that sanctifies 
them, the same blessed hope that 
animates them. Are they not all 
walking by the same rule, all pressing 
toward the same mark, all engaged 
in the same warfare, all hated by 
the same foes ! Is not the same 
blood now coursing through their 
veins, and are they not hereafter to 
spend unending ages in the same 
heaven, surrounding the same throne, 
and singing the same song ! How is 
it then that they keep so far apart 
from each other now? Whence 
those divisions and alienations which 
are^ alas! so common? The poet asks, 

" la Christ divided ? What can ^wX. 

The main bers from the Head^ 
O bow should those be one iiv \vfeatV.> 
For wijom one Saviour h\ed. 
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Bound to one Lord by common vow, 

In one great enterprise ; 
One faith, one hope, one centre now, 

Our common home the skies. 

let as undivided be : 

Let party contests cease ; 
Nor break the Sphit's unity. 

Nor burst the bond of peace. 

Then shall the wondering world again. 

Admire how Christian's love, 
And know we do not bear in vain 

His name who pleads above. 

We would farther say, let us not 
give undue prominence to those 
points on which we differ. What 
are they when compared with those 
on which we are agreed ? They bear 
no more proportion to each other 
than did the mint, and anise, and 
cummin of old, to the weightier 
matters of the law. Need we ask. 
What is, it that sanctifies and saves ? 
What is it that cheers and supports 
when guilt" presses do^'^rcL ^s^^^"^ *^^^ 
coi2science, or w\ieii c^x^ Sa» ^*^T^? ' 
ing the heart, or ^p7\i^ii ^wc^ ^^, 
Bleep from the eye«, ot ^v^^^ 




w 
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roba us of the -fiienda we love, or 
when he is Hkely to lay his cold hand 
■upon onrselvea ? Are they not those 
blessed truths in reference to which 
all who love the Saviour are agreed? 
0, should there be more in matters of 
church government, and outward 
forms, to keep Christians apart, than 
there is in their common adoption, 
their common justification, their com- 
mon hopes and anticipations, to bring 
them together? 

Reader, seek to promote in every- 
way a spirit of greater love and unity 
among tlie followers of Christ. Mark 
those which cause divisions, and 
avoid them. Guard especially against 
every unhallowed propensity in thine 
own breast, which may have the 
least tendency to produce the evils 
over which we mourn. " Lay aside 
all malice, and all gnile, and hypo- 
arjoies, and envies, and all evil speak- 
wg:^ " on the one hand ■, aai "loV\o-« 
^r£er the tbinga whicb. taake 1-= 
^aco, " on the other. 



THINGS OF EARTH. 77 



S( 



what folly, what madness ! 

That my thoughts should go astray, 
After toys and empty pleasures — 

Pleasures only of a day. 
This vain world, with all its trifles, 

Soon, alas ! will be no more ; 
There's no object worth admiring 

But the Crod whom I adore." 



**If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those 

thins^ which are above, where Ghrist 

sitteth on the right hand of Gh>cL"— 

OoLiiil. 

"Wliose end is destruction, whose ,Gh>d is 

their belly, and whose glory is in 

their shame, who mind earthly 

things.''-PhiL iii. 19. 

flings JOf dfsrt^ : the history of six 
a'Li ro« L thousand years has 
f^ngfl of itabm. ^^^^ indisputable 

evidence of the insufficiency of all 
earthly objects to yield tY\y^ ^z^s^^ 
satisfying enjoyiaeTit. ^"osv X^sbss. 
wants which no earXJcii^ f^Ocve^^^ 
^^Pply; he haB diaea^^^ -«\i^^^ 
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human skill can cure ; .he has fears 
which no mortal courage can quell ; 
he has debts which no finite re- 
Bourcea can discharge ; and he has 
miseries which no earth-bom saga- 
city can console. 

In the things of time, to whatever 
extent they may be possessed, there 
is a want of adaptation to yield 
real happiness. It is recorded of 
Ctesar, that he exclaimed, when in 
poaaeBsion of imiveiBal empire, " Ib 
this all?" This clearly showed that 
his expectations were not answered. 
In the distance, it eeemed something 
great and enviable for mighty na- 
tions to acknowledge his sway, and 
submit to his sceptre ; but when it 
was actually attained, his language 
was, " Is this all? " Reader, have 
you not often felt Bomething similar 
to this? You may have set your 
heart upon some distant object, and 
ob! traat were you not Teai^ Vci 
^^ v-e £oY 1 ts attaintnen^j \ N^^uA 
^oriBcea you. made'. \J>:v^a-'^- **»^- 
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denial did vou undergo ! At length, 
perhaps, tne desire of your heart 
was granted you. But was it what 
you expected? Were you not, on 
the contrary, led to exclaim, in the 
language of the disappointed em- 
peror, "Is this all?" So true is it 
that the things of earth cannot 
satisfy the cravings of our immortal 
nature. Wealth, fame, learning, 
pleasure, domestic happiness — ^none 
of these things can do it. " Whoso- 
ever drinketh of these waters shall 
thirst again," as the Saviour declared 
to the Samaritan woman; "but 
whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never 
thirst, but it shall be in him a well 
of water springing up into ever- 
lasting life." 

But the things of earth, besides 
being unsatisfying in their nature, 
are, at best, transitory in iWa ^x^^^?w- 
tion. What are ricke^^i T3tu:«^v>^fv. 
is the epithet wliicVi V\ve ^^\.^« 
inspiration employs Vn. Sl^^g^^ 
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them. " Wilt thou set thine eyes 
Qpon that which is not ? for ricnee 
certainly make themeelves -wings; 
they fly away as an eagle toward 
heaven," Wtiat is pleasure ? Some- 
thing that is only for a season. What 
iswisdom? More precious than rubies 
if it be the wisdom which cometh 
from above ; but if it be that of this 
world, it also is vanity, and will soon 
pass away. What is fame? Often 
a bubble, no sooner blown than it is 
burst. Yea, the earth itself is only 
something for a time. 

" The cloud-capt towers, the goi^eooa palaces, 
Tbe solemn temples, the great globe itaalj^ 
And all which it inheritg, shall dissolve ; 
And like the baseless fabrio of a vision, 
Leave not a, wreck behind." 

With the things of heaven, how- 
ever, it is far otherwise. Tbe true 
believer is " begotten again unto a 
Jivelj hope, by the resurrection of 
JesuB Christ from the ieaA, to an, 
iabaritaace incorruptiWe, a-wi ■vnAs:- 
'^ied, and that fadetb. uoV a-^o-l" 
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Such was not the inheritance of 
many of the angels — ^they kept not 
their first estate, but left their own 
habitation. Such was not the in- 
heritance of our first parents in 
Paradise; fi-om their bowers, and 
happy walks and shades, they were 
banished, and that by God Efimself, 
because of their disobedience to His 
just command. Such was not the 
inheritance of the Jews in Canaan, 
for the glory of all lands was made 
a desolation, and its guilty tribes 
have had to wander over the wide 
wide world, without a country or a 
home. Such is not the inheritance 
of the man of this world ; his nor- 
tion is in the present life ; and tnat, 
as we have seen, will soon vanish 
away. But looking upward to yon II 

glorious spheres, we can say, * 

** ye blest scenes of permanent delight I 
FoQ above measure I lasting beyond bound t 
A perpetuity of bliss is bliss. 
Could you, so rich in rapture, fear an end. 
That ghastly thought would drink w^ ^SS^ 

your joy, 
And quite unparadi&o like Tfe«\T£\J^ Oki"^^^^- 
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A Roman general, on one occasioii, 
when elated by the Bplendours of a 
triumphal entrance into the imperial 
city, which had been awarded to 
hitn in honour of the viqtories he 
had won, exclaimed, " Ah, that it 
would continue !" But, alaa ! it did 
not continue. All the glitterinff 
pomp soon vaniBhed. It floated 
away like a departing dream. And 
so with all earthly bhas, its reproach 
is, that it will not, and can not, 
continue. Had earthly things a 
character of abiding permanence 
belonging to them, men might with 
some semblance of reason make 
them the first and last objects of 
their desires and pursuits. Such 
a character, however, they do not 
possess. The fashion of this world 
passeth away. 

But, blessed world ! and O 

blessed beings ! who, through much 

tribulation have reached \\:, -os^^t 

will you have moumfaWj ^o ^,i 

'^A, tha.t it would contmaeV ^^ 
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ftilness of joy — ^this unclouded vision. 
of God and the Lamb — this sweet 
intercourse with saints and angjels — 
this day without a night — this sky- 
without a cloud — ^this sea without a 
ruffle — these ravishingmelodies — this 
seraphic transport and exulting joy 
— " Ah, that they would continue ! ' 
Well, continue they will, ye blessed 
ones! and that for ever. Eternal 
ages as they roll their everlasting 
rounds, will find you in full, yea, in 
constantly augmenting possession of 
all you now inherit. " Thy sun shall 
no more go down, neither shall thy 
moon withdraw itself ; for the Lord 
shall be thine everlasting light, and 
the days of thy mourning shall be 
ended." 

' In a certain town, some few years 
ago, at a time of great commercial 
distress, two friends were one day 
conversing on what kind of i^\ic>^<Kt^::^ 
was safest at so cii^ci«\ ^ ^^x\s^-^ 
One of them said t\va\. \i^ V^^ ^^ 
much confidence in Vke ^xxxvc^'*-' 
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did he much like bank-stock, and he 
expresBed "his donbta in reference to 
other investmentB. Having done so, 
he asked his fiiend, what kind he 
thought beet? That friend was a 
Christian, and his reply showed 
where his treasure was, and where 
his heart was also. In the words 
of the apostle, already quoted, he 
answered, — " An inheritance incor- 
ruptible, and undefiled, and that 
iadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for you, who are kept by the power 
of God through iaith unto salvation, 
ready to be revealed in the last 
time." secure, lasting treasure I 
a treasure in the confident expecta- 
tion of which the early Chnstians 
took joyfully the spoiling of their 
earthly all, knowing that they had 
this better and enduring substance. 
Reader, may their portion be thine ; 
and then, whatever disasters may 
come, thou wUt have noVJcia^ ^ 
■filar. 
"Setyom affection fh.en, OTiVJoaqg 
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above, not on things on the earth." 
"Wherefore," is the prophet's ex- 
postulation, " do ye spend money for 
that which is not bread ? and your 
labour for that which satisfieth not?" 
" Lay not up for yourselves treasures 
upon earth," is the exhortation of 
Cnrist, " where moth and rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves break 
through and steal." make not 
those things which perish in the 
using the objects of your exclusive 
and supreme attention. Be assured 
that they build too low who build 
below the skies. There are durable 
riches to be obtained, and that freely. 
All the blessings of the Gospel are 
everlasting. The salvation which 
the Lord Jesus procured shall be for 
ever, and the righteousness which 
He wrought out shall not be 
abolished. 

But, alas I how many ac^ -VJcifc^^ 
who mind earthly things. ^\flc^*^^ 
great majority of our M\o^ ^'^^^'^'^^ 
eucb things are first anA \ia»'e\>, ^^ 
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are midst and withont end. The 
curse pronounced upon the serpent 
is fully verified in their case — ^** Upon 
their belly they go, and dust they 
eat all the days of their lives." It 
was over such characters that the 
apostle wept. He saw that they 
were enemies of the cross of Christ, 
inasmuch as its great object was un- 
accomplished in them ; for they were 
not crucified to the world, nor the 
world crucified to them. The Lord 
Jesus "gave Himself for our sins 
that He might deliver us jfrom thif 
present evil world, according to th 
will of God and our Father." An 
unless we are thus delivered, H 
sufiFerings and death, as far as v 
are concerned, have been in vain. 
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Now most we fight if we would reign ; 

Increase our courage. Lord ! 
We'll bear the toil, endure the pain, 

Supported by Thy word. 

Must we be carried to the skies 

On flowery beds of ease ; 
While others fought to win the prize, 

And swam through bloody seas." 



•• The wicked flee when no man pursueth; but 

the righteous axe bold as a lion." 

Prov. zxviii. 1. 

" Only be thou strong, and very courageous." 

Joshua L 7. 

^iwillitj: The Scriptures abound 
with instances of great 
(Kotirage. moral courage. We have 
a memorable exhibition of this spirit 
in the case of Daniel. He was one 
who courted not the smiles, and who 
feared not the frowns of me\v. "^V^jk^ 
he knew that the vrntm^^^^ ^^^s^^^ 
with a serenity and \xxi3i».'v«i^^^*^ 
offtoul becoming a aaVnX. oS. ^2cv^ 
a 
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High, he went to hie chamber as 
usual. In the prospect of a terrific 
death, hie purpose continued un- 
changed; hia devotiona he did not 
attempt to conceal ; his enemies he 
did not endeavour to resiet, or elude. 
A den of roaring lions could not 
damp his courage, nor cause him to 
swerve irom the path of rectitude. 
Think again of hia three compamons. 
When me impious and haughty 
nionarch told them that if they 
worshipped not the image which ho 
had set up they should be cast into 
a burning fiery furnace ; what was 
their reply? "We are not careful 
to answer thee in this matter ; if it 
be so, our God whom we serve is 
able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace, and He will deliver us 
out of thine hand, king." Think 
of Paul, singing with his companion 
the high praises of God at midnight, 
j'n his gloomy dungeon, ■nQ't VtiQ-wi&tt 
^nt that his life imght >3e i^taoiAi^i. 
iJio very next day. T:"hmV. o^V-^'Owa 
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in after ages. When summoned to 
appear before the Diet of Worms, 
where it was likely that he would be 
exposed to the greatest danger, and 
when besought with the most urgent 
importimity by his friends to refrain 
from going, his well known language 
was, — " I am called in the name of 
God to go, and go I would though 
there were as many devils in the 
place, as there are tiles upon the 
nouses." Think of the noble army 
of martyrs; see them standing un- 
dismayed, while the flames were 
kindling around them. Hear one of 
their number, a helpless female, ex- 
claiming, " I cannot dispute for 
Christ; but if I cannot dispute for 
Him, I can die for Him ! " — and into 
the flames she rushed. Here was 
courage of the noblest and sublimest 
kind — courage compared with which 
that of the warrior at the c^scw^rcL'?^ 
mouth deserves not to V)e Taet^ci^^^ 
for a moment. .. 

We are not called wpon^XJo^oxvigD^ 



IS now that peculiar thing which i 
wae at the beginning' ; and its pro 
fessora ought to be as much separatee 
from a world lying iu wickedness, a) 
were the early believers. But la 
them be thuB sepa^rated, and midj 
representation andridioule are likelj 
to be their portion. To the perseoii^ 
tion of direct and personal violencft 
none in this country are exposed] 
but the persecution of reproach ana 
invective is not unknown — a Eipeciej 
of persecution that is more appalin^ 
to some minds than the former. '^ 
6e scoffed ami sneered at \a \ 
^Kyiag thing to many. 
^ J>iot a /eiv, especially amoi 
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oung, are kept jfrom following Christ 
by the fear of man — that fear which 
bringeth a snare. But should it be 
so ? Where is the courage and dig- 
nity of such conduct? Reader, 
should the wit of the profane, the 
jest of the railer, cause you to disown 
the Saviour, and make light of His 
salvation ? " Who art thou, that 
thou shouldest be afraid of a man 
that shall die, and of the son of man 
which shall be made as grass ; and 
forgettest the Lord thy Maker ? " 
What will the frowns of your com- 
panions be to you at the jud^ent 
bar? Will not the approbation of 
the Judge, then, be an ample com- 
pensation for their displeasure now ? 
Fear not the reproach of men, 
neither be afraid of their revilinffs. 
Be not afraid of them that kill the 
body, even were their opposition to 
be carried thus far ; for aftfe-^ ^k^a^ 



^ij5k« 



they have no iiiOTe> ^'aX* *Ocve^ ^"^^ 
But we v^l fore-waTT^lfO^^>^^^ 
should fear ; feax ^Vai ^"^^^ 



righteous is bold as a lion," 
practically exemplified in the wh 
of his conduct. 0, to be decided 
God and for His cause ! Let us i 
Him, and let us fear none but H 
Let the approbation of men b< 
small thing with us ; but let 
approbation of God be a great thi 
yea, everything in our estimat 
With good old Baxter, let us h 
to say : — 
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unto us. This was the feeling of 
the Psalmist when he said, "The 
Lord is my light and my salvation, 
whom shall I fear ? the Lord is the 
strength of my life, of whom shall I 
be afraid ?" Almost innumerable are 
the exhortations given to the believer 
to fear not. In all ages, and under all 
circumstances, God has bidden him 
to be of good courage. Lord, 
help me to trust, then, and not be 
afraid. Say to my soul in the hour 
of distress, when perils may be sur- 
rounding me, when my enemies may 
be rising up against me,. — " Fear thou 
not, for I am with thee ; be not dis- 
mayed, for I am thy God ; I will 
strengthen thee ; yea, I will help 
thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of my righteousness." 
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subject in the form of a new and 
express law. "A new commandment 
I give nnto you, That ye love one 
another." As the great Head of the 
Church, possessing all authority in 
heaven and on earth, the Lord Jesus 
was empowered to enact what laws 
He pleased ; it is, however, worthy 
of remark, that in the exercise of 
that high function, the only subject 
on which He chose formally to legis- 
late was the one under considera- 
tion. ' But it may be said, was not a 
command given of old to the same 
effect? Was not the second table 
of the moral law included in the 
saying, " Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself?" How then could 
it be called a new commandment? 
To this we reply, that it is evident 
that the love which Christ inculcated 
was of a different kind to that which 
the law of Moses required, Tlv^ \5^-^^ 
prescribed by tlie oVA. Y'aN? ^^^ "^^^^ 
of benevolence, ^\^e *<5a^ ^^ 
/prescribed by th.e ne^v \i^>^^^ "^^ 
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placency. The one was loving-kind 
ness — that is, the love of the kind, o: 
the love of man as man ; the othe: 
is the love of man as a follower o 
Christ. And not merely are the] 
different in their natm*e, but also ai 
regards the considerations by whicl 
they are enforced ; the great Legi& 
lator Himself in the latter case, pra 
posing His own example as the mo- 
tive to, and the model of, obedience 
"A new commandment I give imt< 
i you, that ye love one another ; tza j 

' have loved you, that ye also love cm 

another." 

Again, the importance of lov< 
appears from the pre-eminence givei 
to it above all other gifts and graces 
"And now abideth faith, hope 
charity — these three ; but th( 
greatest of these is charity." I 
is here shown that love (for so the 
word should be rendered), is tb 
n'cheBt gem. that sparkles m V 
Ohn'stiaijLs crown. What \» b^i^l 
G^bxiel among the angeUo Vo 
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can be truly said of love among the 
graces ; it is " a seraph loftier and 
brighter than all the seraph train." 

Love is greater than either faith 
or hope in several respects. It is 
so, in the first place, as it is the end 
for which the other two are 
bestowed. The great design of the 
gospel is to re-stamp upon man the 
moral image of God; and if that 
image consists in one thing more 
than another, it is in love, for " God 
is love." Now, the salvation of the 

fjospel is applied by faith, and to 
OOK for its completion is the work 
of hope ; but love is the completion 
Itself, it is that state of mind which 
t is the design of God in all His 
Uspensations to produce. A building 
annot be erected without scafibl ding, 
It the building is of more impor- 
nce than the scaflFolding, being the 
d for which it was ^ut \v.^% %ss.^ 
en the buildiiig \» ^asssSt^fe^^ '^^'^ 

rolding iB removed. „e,o^S^^ 

^s leads us to oV^^exNv^,^^^ 
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that love is greater than the other 
graces in point of duration. " Charity 
never faileth ; but whether there be 
prophecies, they shall fail ; whether 
there be tongues, they shall cease ; 
whether there be knowledge, it shall 
vanish away." The shield of faith 
will be laid aside in heaven, for 
seeing and knowing will have suc- 
ceeded to believing. And as faith 
will be turned to sight, so hope will 
be. lost in full fruition. There will 
be no submission there, for the days 
of trial and moimiing will be ended. 
There will be no self-denial, for there 
will be no cross to take up, and 
no burden to be borne. There will 
be no watchfulness, for there will be 
no enemy near ; there will be no 
Canaanite left in the land ; over the 
massive walls of the eternal city nr 
thief can ever climb, and through i 
adamantine gates no foe can e 
en^er. There will be no 
there, for every want will la^^ 
applied, ever J sorrow boo^Jd 
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every sin forgiven. But if these 
graces will be absent, love will be 
there ; and not faint and feeble as 
here, but in fall vigour and maturity: 
it will be there, beaming in every 
eye, and burning in every breast, for 
ever and ever. It is thus a grace 
that will be unending in its duration. 
If we possess it here, it will ascend 
with us above the* skies, to be the 
temper of our souls to all eternity. 

There is another sense in which 
the pre-eminence of love appears. 
Faith and hope are comparatively 
selfish graces. We believe and 
hope for ourselves ; but in the exer- 
cise of love we regard the well-being 
of others. Faith and hope are the 
channels by which the streams of 
joy and peace flow from God to us ; 
ut by love, we dispense of those 
streams to others. In the one case 
we are made the recipients of hax^x^- 
ness ; in the oWiex ^^ \><5^^<3vs^^ ^^^^ 






«X.^ 



distributors. By t\vft i««a&t ^^^^^ 
made the heirs o£ aaWa-'^^o^^"^ 
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the angels of God minister ; but b^ 
the latter we become ministering 
spirits ourselves, hushing the groani 
of creation, wiping away the tean 
of humanity, aueviating sorrow, aac 
mitigating care on every ^hand, anc 
leaving a blessing behind us wher 
ever we go. 

We may observe, once more 
that the importance pf this grace 
appears &om the fact, that in the 
epistles addressed to the earl} 
churches, there is something aboui 
love, especially about brotherly love 
in them all. Addressing the Romans 
the apostle says, "Be kindly affec- 
tioned one to another with brotherlj 
love ; " and again, " Owe no mar 
anything, but to love one another.' 
If we turn to his first epistle tc 
the Corinthians, we have one chap- 
ter entirely taken up with thif 
tqpic^ where its nature is explained 
and its induence strikiiigly x^ijt 
seated : and in the second. ^\ 
^^^ we £ad xnany affectiouaX.^ 
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peals on the same subject. In the 
epistle to the Galatians, in addition 
to what is stated of the fruits of the 
Spirit, it is said, " For, brethren, ye 
have been called unto liberty ; only 
use not liberty for an occasion to the 
flesh, but by love serve one another." 
Addressing the Ephesians, he says, 
" Be ye followers of God, as dekr 
children, and walk in love, as Christ 
also hath loved us, and hath given 
himself for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling 
savour." To the Philippians His 
language is, " For God is my 
record, how greatly I long after 
you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ: 
and this I pray, that your love may 
abound yet more and more in know- 
ledge and in all judgment." To the 
Colossians again, "We give thanks 
to God and the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, praying always for yotL^ 
since we heard of yowi SaI\\Al^5v^C5«s^^^ 
JeauB, and of the\o^e^N^\iiOcL^^^^^ 
to all the saintB.'' In ^!t^^ ^^^^^^^'^ 
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f)eace, but love reposing ! What is 
ong-suffering, but love enduring! 
That it " suffereth long, and is kin<5" 
the apostle, in another place, ex- 
pressly declares. And in "gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance," we have what may be 
described as the amiability, the 
beneficence, the fidelity, the unos- 
tentatiousness, and the controling 
influence of the same great principle. 
Or should it be thought that this 
representation is somewhat fanciful ; 
no one can deny that if these several 
qualities are not actual modifications 
of love, yet that they are the in- 
separable adjuncts of it, and that 
where love abounds they cannot be 
absent. 

With the fruits of the Spirit the 
apostle contrasts the fruits of the 
flesh. " This I say then," is his 
language, " walk in the Spirit, ar 
J'e shall not fulfil t\ie W.^.^ of ' 
^esb. For the flesh, \\iste\i\ a^i^ 
^Ae Spirit, and the Spirit agam^"<. 
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ifleeh; and these are contrary the 
one to the other. Now the works 
of the flesh are manifest, which are 
these ; adultery, fornication, TmoleoQ- 
ness, lasciviouskess, idolata^y, witch- 
craft, hatred,variaiice, strife, seditions, 
heresies, enyying8,murders, drunken- 
ness, revellings, and such like: of 
the which I tell you before, as I 
have also told you in time past, that 
they which do such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God." These 
evil passions and propensities we are 
to shun as resolutely as we are to seek 
the virtues, so lovely and of such 
good report, to which we have just 
referred. And how many are the 
considerations which should induce 
us to ^ard against those fleshly 
lusts which war against the soul! 
If we live after the flesh — ^if we yield 
our members as servants to unclean- 
ness and to iniquity, the ceri-axs^^^s^^c- 
sequence will be dea\k— ^ $)j^^ai^*^>s^ 
never dies. Tlie ^otSl V^ ^^;^ ;^\ 
aad shall not Tetvxnx, ^'^ ^^^ 
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fearfiil, and mibelieTing, and the 
abominable, and ioTirderen, uid 
whoremongerB, and Boroerers, and 
idolateifi, and all liars, shall have 
their part in the lake thift bometh 
with fire and brimBtone ; which in 
the second death." God, in His 
infinite mercy, deliver the reader 
from BQch a doom t 
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'' Peace, all onr angry passions, then, 

Let each rebellious sigh 
Be silent at His sovereign will, 

And every murmur die." 



*' Wherefore doth a living man ooxnplainP" 

Ijam. ill. 39. 

*'It is the Lord; let Him do what eeemeth 
Him good."— 1 Sam. iii. 18. 

Simmdqt «^ttf ^Sta fl^*^ 

SixtbmBBxim. wards. And what we 
are bom to as men, we are born 
again to as Christians. We are not 
therefore to think that any strange 
thing has happened to ns, if sorrow, 
in any of its multifarious forms, 
befall us here below, since the same 
affictions are accomplished in our 
brethren that are in the world, 

^^If ye endure c\i^«X.^Tir^%V ^'^^ 
the apostle, " God d^aX^^"^"^^"^ 
Bs with eons," Bwt \io^ ^o^vss^ 



C5^ 
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endure it ? It should be done in an 
inquiring spirit. We ought to be 
anxious to know the cause of the 
visitation. With the patriarch of 
old, our language should be, " Shew 
me wherefore Thou contendest with 
me ?'' It should be done also in a 
prayerful spirit : for, " Is any among 
you afflicted? let him pray." And 
it should be done especially in a 
submissive spirit. We should not 
merely bear the rod, but kiss it. 
Instead of cherishing any feelinge 
of murmuring and rebellion, under 
the afflictive dispensations of God'e 
providence, we should humble our- 
selves under His mighty hand, thai 
He may exalt us in due time. 

And how many considerations are 
there which should induce and pro- 
mote such a spirit ! If we compare 
our sufferings with our deserts, shall 
we not find abundant reason t^ 
banish every complaint, and W 
^^o silence every murmur? ^Voa 
oomplain of light auA laomeTAA 
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trouble, when we deserve to be 
tormented for ever? Should we 
complain of the chastisements of a 

Sracious Father, when we have ren- 
ered ourselves obnoxious to the 
sentence of an angry Judge ? Should 
we complain that God sits by us as 
a refiner to purify, when He might 
be a consuming fire to destroy? 
Should we complain that we have 
to pass under the rod of His love, 
when we might have been set up as 
a mark for the arrows of His indig- 
nation, the poison whereof might 
drink up our spirits? Could we 
look into the lake of fire, and have a 
sight of the wretched beings who 
are there writhing in deathless 
agonies, we should bless the most 
miserable condition on earth, if it 
were only sweetened with the hope 
of escaping that place of torment. 

Let us think, again, of the man.Y 
mercies of wllic\l^^^v^"^^^'^'s^^^'>^^^^ 
Btm continue to \>fe> ^J^^ ^t^^^'S 
And shall we xecev^^ ^oo<^ ^ 
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band of God, and shall we no 
receive evil?" not moral evil, fo 
that cannot come from Him Tvho i 
of purer eyes than to behold iniquitj 
but what our old writers call peria 
evil, or the corrections with whicl 
He visits the children of men. I 
is recorded that a slave, on on< 
occasion, was presented by his maste: 
with a bitter melon, which was im 
mediately eaten by him. Seeing thii 
the master asked how he could ea 
so nauseous a fruit? He replied, "1 
have received so many favours fron 
you that it is no wonder that \ 
should, for once in my life, eat \ 
bitter melon from your hand." Thii 
answer, so striking and generous 
affected the master deeply — so mud 
so, that he gave him his liberty as a 
reward for the noble spirit he dis- 
played. And is there not a lessor 
for us to learn from this? Shoulc 
we not receive our affiictian.^ ixots 
the Divine iand with siimVaT fe^XvT^ 
^Iwnldwe forg-et out blee^^mge*,^^ 
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are so many, and dwell upon our 
crosses, which are so few? 

It would be well also for us to 
compare our sufferings with what 
others have had to endure. The 
people of God have been, in all ages, 
a suffering people; and one aiid 
another of them could say with 
special emphasis, "I am the man 
that hath seen affliction." There 
was Job. So pre-eminent was his 
character that it was said of him by 
God Himself, that there was none 
like him in all the earth ; and yet in 
a single day he was cast down from 
the highest pinnacle of prosperity to 
the lowest depths of adversity. In 
the morning he was the richest man 
in all the East. With patriarchal 
dignity he looked round upon the 
joyous circle of seven sons and three 
daughters ; but in the evening he 
found himself without flock^ ^-^ 
herd, or child. In ^ck^ xc^^xTCcs^^^a* 
douriahed like a sUteVj ^^^»x,-^ 
ita verdant branches «^Te^^^ ^^"^ 
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but in the evening, as if struck by 
the lightning's flash, his spreading 
honours are all scattered to the 
winds, and he stands like a withered 
trunk, solitary, and bare, and blasted. 
what are our troubles compared 
with his ? And did he murmur r No, 
he adored the hand that smote hirn ; 
prostrate in the dust he exclaimed, 
" The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away, blessed be the name of 
the Lord." 

Take the apostle Paul again. O 
what had he to pass through! 
Bonds and imprisonments every- 
where awaited him. Perils and 
privations of every kind he had to 
endure. But none of these things 
moved him, neither counted he his 
life dear to himself, so that he might 
finish his course with joy. 

But let us turn from the servant 
to the Master, and consider Hir 
What was His condition Avxrai^ T 
earthly sojourn ? He wa^ a. Tcvax. 
sorrow Sy and acquainted ^\Xx ^ 
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jtwithstanding His infinite dignity 
*nd imstdlied purity. "We suffer 
justly, for we receive the due reward 
of our deeds; but this man hath 
done nothing amiss." Our suffering 
are only partial ; but He suffered m 
every way. Ours are only occa- 
sional ; for hours and days of pain 
we have weeks and months of 
pleasure ; but His sufferings were 
iminterrupted — they accompanied 
Him from the manger to the cross. 
What He endured, especially during 
the closing scenes of His memorable 
career, passes all comprehension. 
Hear His heart-rending cry, — " My 
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even 
unto death." "And being in an 
agony He prayed more earnestly, 
and His sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the 
groimd." 

shall we compare our aiiSerosj^ 
with His? To do ^o n^q>S^^>^^/V^ 
weigh a mote aga\xv5aX» ^ \s^ss>o5v'2^ 

Wen may we say — • 
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** Now let our pains be all forgot, 
Our hearts no more repine ; 
Our sufferings are not worth a thought, 
When, Lord, compared with Thine." 

Let US think much, then, of what 
the Saviour endured, if we are for 
bearing our trials with submission. 
We should consider Him that endured 
such contradiction of sinners against 
Himself^ lest we be wearied and 
faint in our minds. The disciple, we 
must remember, is not above his 
Master, nor the servant above his 
Lord. And would you, Christian, 
wish to fare better than Him ? Can 
the common soldier complain when 
he sees the commander enduring the. 
same privations ? Jesus Christ was 
a man of sorrows, and are you not 
to taste the bitter cup? He was 
acquainted with grief, and are you 
to be a stranger to it ? Would you 
wish for the friendship of that world 
whose malice He had to bear cor 
tinually ? Would you liave ncAJcd 
but ease, where He liad iio\Y^^A 
^"'^^ible- — honour^ wliere B^e^ ^ 
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nothing but disgrace? Would you 
reign with Him hereafter, and not 
suffer with Him here ? say, then, 
with Him, "The cup which My 
Father hath given Me, shall I not 
drink it ? " And as you drink yours, 
0, think of His. 

" How bitter that cup no heart can conceive, 
Which He drank quite up that sinners might live ; 
His way was much rougher and darker than mine, 
Did Jesus thus suffer, and shall I repine?" 

Another consideration that should 
produce a spirit of submission is, 
that our sorrows are not to last 
always. " For surely," says the wise 
man, " there is an end ; and thine 
expectation shall not be cut off." 
That end is certain. Many a mariner 
has been ready to hail a desired 
haven which he never reached ; and 
manyawarriorhasreckonedwithcon- 
fidence upon a victory which he 
never obtained. " We looked^" aai<I 
the Jews, " fox ^^\., ^vs>A. ^'^^^^:^ 

rouble." But, O «^^^ ^^ 
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Raint, it will not be so with thee 



f Thy deliverance from sorrow is a 



sure as the purpose, the promise 
the covenant, the oath of God caj 
render it. And not merely is i 
certain, but it is near. *• For yet i 
little while, and He that shall com< 
will come, and will not tarry." I 
few weeks, or months, or years more 
and all will be peace and quietnes 
and assurance for ever. And, it mus 
be added, that that end will be un 
speakably glorious. " God shal 
wipe away all tears from their eyes 
and there shall be no more deatli 
neither sorrow, nor crying ; neithe: 
shall there be any more pain : fo 
the former things are passed away.' 
There will be no shattered frame- 
no emaciated countenance — ^no fiir 
rowed cheek — ^no faltering voice ii 
those blessed regions. There ever 
eje shall sparkle with delight 
every countenance wiW \:>e^T~ - 
^eSahle satisfaction — overj 
^il beat high with immot 
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and every frame will be able to 
sustain without weariness an eternal 
weight of glory. 

Thou child of sorrow, think of 
these things. Be anxious to feel 
their hallowing influence, that re- 
signation may have her perfect work, 
and that no murmuring spirit may 
be indulged in, even for a moment. 
In the sweet strains of the poet, we 
would say, 

« Whate*er thy lot, whoe'er thon be, 
Confess thy folly, kiss the rod ; 
And in thy chastening sorrows see 

The hand of God. 

A bruised reed He will not break ; 
AMctions all His children feel ; 
He wounds them for his mercy's sake, 
He wounds to heaL 

Humbled beneath His mighty hand. 
Prostrate His providence adore ; 
'Tis done ! arise — He bids thee stand, 

To fall no more." 



,.„ J cold to Thee, 
""indTbmetoBSBOgreat.- 

1 Ccpr. Ti. 20. 

o( My inoatli."-Be». to. . 
_ , ,..._ .,-. Tt is an undo- 



JiWiimntsJ: ^^^'^^^ 
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jne for God and His cause I What 
i, record, we have reason to fear, 
would it be ! What awftd blanks 
would be presented on one page after 
another! Concerning how many 
days would there have to be written, 
Nothing! Concerning how many 
weeks, Nothing ! Concerning how 
many months. Nothing ! And alas 1 
in instances which are far jfrom being 
rare, concerning how many years. 
Nothing ! Nothing to any purpose, 
nothing done with ftdl resofveoness 
and devotedness of heart. how 
solemn the thought ! And it is still 
more solemn to think that such a 
register is kept, and that ^y One 
who knows our negligences and 
shortcomings far better than we do 
ourselves. 

There are many considerations 
which should constrain us to devote 
ourselves unreservedly to the service 
of God ; but t\ie c\^^i \^ ^^ ^sS^'^- 
tiona we are mvAax i^x ^'^^^^^^ 
love and mercy. ^^^^ ^^stvi 



!«**' ..« W* 



,0< 
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** See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down ! 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown ! " 

And then, moved and melted by the 
amazing scene, have we not been 
compelled to add — 

" Were the whole realm of nature mine. 
That were a present far too small ; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my alL" 

Onr reasonable service it is, verily, 
to make such a surrender ; but while 
we are ready to acknowledge our 
obligations, how feebly in general 
do we fulfil them ! 

In the apostles and early Chris- 
tians we have a striking specimen 
)f the manner in which we ought to 
erve the Lord Christ. what 
ibours were theirs! What sacri- 
ces! What sleepless vigilance! 
^hat overwhelming, all-consuming 
al! And has the Savioxss. ^ijs^^R^ 
IS for us tKan "EL^ ^\3l ^^^ "^r^^, 
>re the BufEeTmg:^ ^^ ^^^^^ jjXe: 



122 FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS. 

piercing, His blood of less value? 
Are the blessings He bestows upon 
lis less precious — ^the salvation He 
offers us less glorious ? Is the 
heaven He opens to our view less 
attractive, its rest less sweet, its joys 
less ravishing, its music less melo- 
dious ? All Be did for them He haa 
done for us; the blessings He be- 
stowed upon them He is willing to 
bestow upon us. The love He bears 
towards us and the blissful prospects 
He sets before us are the same. 
Must there not be then the same 
obligations in both cases ; and should 
there not therefore be a similar 
consecration ? 

And how powerful an argument 
for devotedness to the service of 
God does the brevity of life supply f 
Should not the words of the grea^ 
Master be ever sounding in oiu* ean 
^' Work while it is day, for the niffl 
cometh when no maTi o^.'a -^otk 
Should not the exVioita^^ox^ qS. ' 
TOfifemanbe practicaWy ^il^td.^ 
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in our whole course and conduct, 
"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to 
do, do it with thy might ; for there 
is no work, nor device, nor know- 
ledge, nor wisdom in the grave whi- 
ther thou goest." 

That was a noble reply that was 
once made by a Mahomeaan hero on 
the field of battle. Although greatly 
fatigued by over-exertion, and well 
nigh faintmg from loss of blood, 
occasioned by the wounds he had 
received, he was yet about securing 
other means for rushing into the 
thickest of the fight. A friend who 
stood by, perceiving the state he 
was in, earnestly entreated him to 
retire, and permit some one else to 
occupy his post. The veteran stood 
for a moment, and, pointing with 
his sword to the ground, he ex- 
claimed, "This is the place for 
labour ; " then lifting ui^ hisa* Vss&s^^ 
/Towards his imagvuiwrj ^"^^?^^^^,e. 
above, be added, " K-iidL ^^^^^J^« 
place for restr' lio^ X^^^^^s;:^^^ 
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answer I How sublime a Bontimeut t 
Reader, adopt the words as your 
motto. Ever remember that this iB 
the place for labour, and that there 
18 the place for reat. Be assured 
that as jon live for GU)d here, so 
will you secure, not on the groimd 
of personal merit, but on that of His 
free and gracious promise — endlees 
repose hereafter. 

It has been remarked, and the 
assertion is doubtless true, although 
it sounds somewhat startling, that 
there is one privilege enjoyed by 
the people of God on earth that the 
saints in heaven do not possess. It 
is that of being instrumental in doing 
good to their fellow-creatures. The 
mighty warriors of the cross, who 
have reached their everlasting 
home, will not be favoured any more 
in this way. Luther cannot now 
i/ft up his voice against the abomi- 
nationa of Popery. 'YJ\Yite^ii\i, tiwi- 
not croBB the Atlatidc Vj -^gtoO^oa. 
jchable ricWa o'i "iVn^ 
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Howard cannot dive into the deptha 
of dungeons, nor plunge into the 
infection of hospitals. All the ranks 
of the glorified rest from their la- 
bours; their work is done. It is 
true that they serve God in His 
temple ; but the service in which 
they are engaged appears to be that 
of worship, adoration, and praise. 
Now does not this consideration 
loudly call upon us to make the 
most diligent use of all the oppor- 
tunities we enjoy of doing good 
while we possess them. In a short 
time they will be gone for ever. 

" Therefore, my beloved brethren, 
be ye steadfast, immoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lori*' 
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" Mj dear Eedeemet and mj Lord, 
I read my dn^ in Tbj Word ; 
But in Thy life the law appeiuB 
Drairn out in living characters, 
lie Than my pattern, make me bear 
More of ThypucioiiB image here; 
Tliea God the JiidRC shall own my name, 
AijiLingst llif fiiUowers of the Lamb." 
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man Christ Jesus," the divine law 
was in His heart, and by His whole 
career, from the manger to the cross, 
did He magnify it and make it 
honourable. To all its requirements 
He rendered obedience, uninter- 
rupted and complete. How ardently 
were His aflfections fixed upon His 
Heavenly Father ; He had no other 
God before Him ; no idol of wealth, 
or ambition, or vanity, had any 
ascendancy over Him. How exalted 
were His conceptions of the nature 
of God ; the worship He ' paid Him 
was spiritual worship ; He did not 
make to Himself any graven image, 
nor the likeness of any thing in 
heaven above or the earth beneath. 
How did He reverence the name of 
God ; it was a name dearer to Him 
than all other names ; and the dis- 
honour cast upon it by an ungodly 
world vexed His righteous e.o\A^ ^>xA 
Slled it with holy inflaguaA^oxi. ^^<^^. 
did He sanctify t\ie d«y cS. ^^«^ 
rest, delighting in itB ^^TN\ae«»^ ^ 
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• 

consecrating its hours and moments to 
works of love and mercy. How did 
He honour His earthly parents as well 
as His Heavenly Father. Notwith- 
standing His exalted character He 
cheerfufly submitted Himself to them ; 
and when in the agonies of death. He 
recognized and hallowed the earliest 
and dearest of nature's ties, and com- 
mitted His mother to the charge of 
the beloved disciple. How ftdl was 
His heart of love and tenderness to 
every human bein^I No one ever 
had so many enemies to encounter, 
but He never conceived a single 
purpose of hatred or ill-will against 
them. Although they were for 
killing Him, yet for their cruelty He 
returned nothing but kindness. How 
free was He from everything lice' 
tious, both in practice and in thou*^ 
No Bathsheba's beauty ever ku 
an unchaste desire in Him. 
the lust of the flesh, and t\i^ 
the e^es. He was entirely iie 
^^ with the other pTecei^V>\ 
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law — ^between Him and all injustice, 
and all falsehood, and all desires 
after the possessions of others, there 
was the farthest remove. Upon the 
tablet of His heart the whole of the 
ten commandments were engraven, 
and all were embodied, in their 
spirit and in their letter, in His 
outward conduct. 

As the Great Teacher come from 
God, He preached to the people the 
gospel of the kingdom ; setting forth 
with matchless eloquence, the doc- 
trines they were to believe, and the 
virtues they were to manifest. And 
His life was a hving commentary 
upon the truths which He taught. 
Every virtue that He preached He 

Practised. Did He preach separation 
•om the world? .0 how separate 
was He from it Himself. He lived 
above the world; its forms and 
fashions, its pomps and pleasures 
had no influence ovex \»ia- ^S^"^^ 
preach humility? "Se^ex^^^^^'^'^'^x 
bumble as He. T^«^ -«n«^ ^ 



I1:[M 
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I i'l-'igniid words wliicb Ho uttered 

' wlipn He said, " I am meek anc 
' I heart." Did ho preacl 
]i;iticni.'o and forbearance? " H( 
\\as lod as a lamb to the elaiightet 
and ;is a sheep before her shearen 
iH (liniib, so He opened not Hii 
iinnith." "When He was reviled 
lie re\T]ed not again; when Hi 
fiifl'cn'd, He threatened not, bn 
■■■..Miinittcd Himself to Hira tha 
liiil-<t]i i-if^hteonslv." Did H. 
Piv;uii duvutfdii(-ss' mid zf-al ? I 
1 His iiipat riij.l drink to do Ihi 
ath.n- wlio waM i, 
not fc 
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poral and spiritual weU-being, He 
often spent the night with God, 
seeking His face, and imploring 
His blessing. Did He preach love ? 
Greater love than His was never 
shewn. His tears. His agonies. His 
bloody sweat, His cross and passion, 
His fife and death — all proclaim, 
Behold how He loved us ! In every 
particular there was the fullest har- 
mony between His precepts on the 
one hand, and his practice on the 
other. 

Child of God ! we call upon thee 
to turn aside and see tms great 
sight. A marvellous thing it is to 
see One in oiu* nature " who did no 
sin, neither was guile foimd in His 
mouth." Gaze, then, with adoring 
wonder, upon Him. By the eye of 
faith behold Him as the Lamb of 
God — a Lamb without blemish and 
without spot. 

"Looking \mto i^'svv^'' ^». css^s5>^^ 

the most impoxta^^. ^^"^"^^^"^^ 
contained in t\ie N^ otQl qS. ^^^- 



Himself for us as an ofifering 
sacrifice to God for a sweet sm 
savour. And we are to look tc 
secondly, as our great exempli 
He left us an example that we e 
follow His steps. But it is espc 
in His purity that we are to 
after comformity to Him. 
who have hope in Him as 
surety, are to purify themselvei 
as He is pure. 

To be in Christ by a mere on 
name wiU avail us nothing. 
Tnn.v r.arrv the lamt) of a fl 
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/eat day, no condemnation ; but the 
practical proof that this blessedness 
IS ours consists in walking, not after 
the flesh but after the Spirit. 

What then, reader, should be thy 
petition, and what should be thy 
request? It should be, "Create in 
me a clean heart, God ; and renew 
a right spirit within me." It should 
be, " Sanctify me wholly, and let my 
whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless, imto the coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ." It is said 
of the King's highway, that it shall 
be called the way of holiness ; and 
the truth cannot be too frequently 
reiterated, that we receive the grace 
of God in vain, unless we are made 
inwardly and outwardly holy. 

All the truths and doctrines of the 
gospel have immediate reference to 
this great object. Think of those 
ancient purposes which were form^eA 
in the solitudes oi ^\.^-TOs^r3 ^^^^^^ 
men or angeVa ^et^ cx<^^^^^-^ ^^ 
jnany respects t\ie^ \?ciai^^^^^ 
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loftieBt conceptionH ; but, however 
tnysteriouB in their natnre, in their 
design thej are ezceedin^y clear, 
" Bloased be the Crod and Father of 
our Lord JeeiiB Christ, who hath 
blessed qb with all spiritual blesaingB 
in heavenly places m Christ ; accoi^- 
ing as He hath chosen us in Him 
before the foundation of the world, 
that ire should be holy and mihout blame 
before Him m hve. With the pur- 
poses of God connect the gracious 
cull of God : " For as He which hath 
called you is holy, so be ye holy in 
all manner of conversation ; becauae 
it is written, Be ye holy, for I am 
holy." With the promises of God it 
is 80 likewise. They are given that 
wc may thereby "perfect holiness 
in the fear of God.' And so with 
tlic afflictive dispensations of Hifl 

Srovidcnce. It ia by affliction that 
od separates the sin which He 
hntoa from the eouV w\iic\v ^a \iyq«a. 
I/o chastonB us for oui ■pi:oiA,'Ooa.^^% 
'«>■ be partakers o£ \\V& Vo^a«»» 



PURITY OF HEART. 135 ' 

And with the preceding particulars 
we are especially to connect the 
death and sacrifice oi the Redeemer. 
" He gave Himself for us, that He 
might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto Himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works." 
Thus all God's dispensations, both in 
providence and grace, have direct 
reference to the purification of His 
people. 

"The desire of happiness" it has 
been said, " is natural ; but the de- 
sire of holiness is supernatural" — ^it is 
not what man's carnal mind will 
aspire after. Hast thou, reader, any 
desires after holiness ? If thou hast, 
cherish them more and more. Their 
existence is to be regarded as a 
token for good. We would say, for 
the encouragement of the weak and 
doubtful, that there may be holiness 
even in the desire of holiness — that 
there may be grace \a ^Ctife ^^'ew.^ ^ 

grace ; as, doubtleas, Wi^x^ "v^ ^"^^^ ^^ 

the deaire of sin. 

K 
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How delightM ia the thought that 
heaven is a land of perfect huliness. 
The good work, begun in the day of 
conviction, will then be complete. 
The mournful cry, " wretched man 
that 1 am, who shall deliver me from 
the bodj' of this death," will not be 
heard there ; for over all the prin- 
ciples of indwelling corruption a Qnal 
victory will be gained. To one, iu 
the days of His flenh, and she a guilty 
one, the Saviour said, " Go, and sin 
no more." But what will be T\ia 
language to His people as they are 
received in through the ^ates into 
the eternal city? He will say, not 

fo, but come, and ein no more I 
lesaed prospect! transporting 
thought ! — to sin no more — to have 
done for ever with it— done with it 
in all its deceitful forms, and in all 
its woeful consequences. 
" There we shall see His face. 
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*an His blest Ufe 
I see the path, and in His death the price, 
And in His great ascent the proof, 
Of immortality." 

« Thou wilt shew me the path of life ; in Thy 

presence is fulness of joy ; at Thy right 

hand there are pleasures for 

evermore." Ps. xvL 11. 

'* What fimit had ye then in those things 

whereof ye are now ashamed P for 

the end of those things is 

death." Bom. vi. 21. 

^t Stcox^ J^atfe. JesM in this world, 
have a prospect inefiably glorious 
awaiting them hereafter. They 
have now to pass, it may be, through 
much that is painful; but were those 
sufferings a thousand-fold greater 
than they are, they would not be 
worthy to be compared witk tlaa*^ 
"eteraaJ weight of glorf'' <^S. ^^^^^ 
the apostle speaks, li \\ie\i'^^^ ^"^^^ 
condition were tKat oS^ ^^ '^ 
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and that with a sway so absolute 
and universal, that nothing can re- 
sist or stand before him. The 
strength of man cannot — ^the whole 
of his energies are vain ; death 
stamps a cruel mockery on them all. 
The art of man cannot — the physician 
himself is a dying creature, and 
death may seize him in his iron 
grasp, even while attempting to pre- 
serve the life of others. The varied 
conditions of man cannot — on the 
high and low alike he inflicts an 
equal humiliation Here the mighti- 
est conqueror is vanquished, and 
the prouaest of monarohs finds him- 
self a slave. The tenderest sympa- . 
thies of man cannot. The husband 
would fain live to protect the part- 
ner of his bosom from the * rude 
assaults of an evil world ; the parent 
would not leave his children orpbaos-* 
in a region where the law of kindnefai 
is so feebly felt : th^ coxc«ciwA^V^5^- 
ever, is given, and it m\x«X»\><2^ ^"^1^^^ 
But there is a world vAx^^^ '' ^^"^ 
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f;]ui11 be no more death; iteinhabitailtti 
eliall be "equal to the angels, neither 
can they die any more. 

But there is more than the exclu- 
sion of death embodied in the expres- 
Kiou. In heaven there will be not 
merely life, but Ufeof the higheetkind. 
Every element of bHss will it em- 
brace. There will be perfect know- 
ledge, and perfect purity, and perfect 
peace, and perfect liberty, and per- 
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In^contrast with the final issue of 
yhe Christian's career, we are re- 
minded of the fearful termination of 
the course p\irsued by the ungodly. 
Hany representations are given of 
sin, but they all point to one result, 
namely death. Is sin a way? It 
leads to death. Is it a wofK? Its 
wages is death. Is it a conception ? 
It brings forth death. It is unprofit- 
able in its nature here, and most fear- 
ful in its consequences hereafter, for 
"the end of those things is death." 
Yes, thoughtless sinner, the things in 
which you indulge, and which you 
have been so often exhorted to aban- 
don — ^their end is death. The end 
of gratifying your sinful passions— of 
loving^ this present evil world — of 
trifling with eternal realities — of 
rejectiAg the Saviour, and despising 
the blessings of His grace — is death 
— a death that never dies. 

But Jesus came \.o ^^^ii^^x^^^^-^ 

the bitter pam» oi ^^^^^^^^^ 
And by believms 'm ^v£$^ ^^^ 
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